






Golisano Foundation Grant
funds Transition Program

Morelle Grant provides more
space for growing programs
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The Agency has been awarded a
$210,000 grant from the Golisano
Foundation for an enhanced Transition
Program to better prepare students
for adult life. It is one of the largest
grants in Agency history.

The passage to adult living can be
daunting for anyone, but the challenges
are multiplied for many students with
disabilities. These struggles were 
documented in a 2006 joint study by
the B. Thomas Golisano Foundation
and the University of Rochester. Their
findings underscored the need to 
better prepare students with disabili-
ties for adulthood.

While Mary Cariola Children’s Cen-
ter has successfully placed 100 percent
of its graduates in adult placements,
some former students have been unable
to maintain their placements because
of behavioral and other issues. One of
their biggest challenges is to learn
how to constructively use evening and
weekend hours when day programs
are not operating.

The goal of the Transition Program
will be to teach and reinforce a vari-
ety of social and life skills. A blueprint
will be developed for each student,
including tasks, activities, community
outings and projects. Initially, the
program will include four components:
• Food preparation (including plan-

ning, budgeting and shopping)
• Leisure activities and hobbies
• Physical fitness and recreation

activities
• Community service
“We owe our students a strong foun-
dation for the highest possible quality
of life when they graduate,” said
President Paul Scott. “The Golisano
Foundation has been very generous
and foresighted in providing funding
for this important endeavor that will
positively impact our students as they
spread their wings into adulthood.”

The new Transition Program is
located next to the East Henrietta
Campus at 1540 Mt. Hope Avenue.•

Mary Cariola Children’s Center has
acquired 6,000 square feet of addi-
tional space at the Elmwood Campus
to accommodate an increasing
demand for student placements. 

“We are seeing more and more
students who have sensory needs
and require a very structured set-
ting,” explained Agency President
Paul Scott. “Space adjacent to our
day program area became available
and it was a perfect location for
consolidating specialized therapies
into one area. It is quite impressive
to see the Cariola logo on all en-
trances on the South Avenue side of
the Elmwood Campus.”

Music Therapy and Adapted
Physical Education are getting set-
tled in their larger and more con-
venient area near the gym and
therapeutic pool. As planned, the
new space is very conducive to
both therapies, both of which can

be somewhat noisy at times!
The additional space was made

possible through a $10,000 grant
from New York State Assemblyman
Joe Morelle (D-Irondequoit).
Morelle toured the Center and came
away impressed with its programs.

“Mary Cariola has a tremendous
reputation in our community,” said
Morelle. “I was pleased to be able
to help the Agency add space
because of the increased need for
more classrooms and more special-
ized therapies.”

The new space became available
when Rochester Rehabilitation
Center relocated it offices within
the Al Sigl Center building.

These changes also help provide
the Agency with much-needed
space for new classrooms in the
future. In the fall of 2009, three
new classrooms may be added at
the Elmwood campus. •

There is more music and motion on the south end of the Elmwood campus,
the new home to special services including Music Therapy and Adapted
Physical Education. Adapted PE Teacher Karen Strothmann has plenty of
room to conduct the “locomotion choo choo” around her new space.

Above: Cody Matson stocks supplies
at the new Transition Program.

Right: Miasiah Morris helps the
moving-in process by assembling

shelves for the new building.
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events to celebrate
our 60th year

Mark your calendar
for these special
events to celebrate
our 60th year
Saturday, May 2, 7:00 PM
Prom: Elmwood Gym

Monday, May 4, 10:00 AM
Rose Perlich Card Party:
Midvale Country Club

Thursday, May 21, 6:00 PM
Annual Dinner:
Eagle Vale Golf Club

Friday, June 19, TBA
Graduation Ceremonies:
Elmwood Gym

Sunday, July 19, TBA
Motorcyle Rally

Monday, August 3, 11:00 AM
Women’s Classic Golf:
Eagle Vale Golf Club

Sunday, Sept. 20, 9:00 AM
Walk in the Park:
Seneca Park

Saturday, Oct. 10, 6:00 PM
60th Anniversary Gala
Hyatt Regency Downtown

Morelle Grant provides more
space for growing programs
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Mr. Luis Soto & Ms. Nancy
Perez-Quintana

Ms. Jennifer Sullivan
Mr. Jeff Swan
Time Warner Cable News Div.
Ms. Shannon S. Tougas

Ms. Barbara Vogel
Wegmans
Wegmans Consumer Affairs

Department
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Wilcox
Kim Williams

The following individuals and
organizations participated in our
Holiday Helpers program by 
sponsoring a Mary Cariola family,
purchasing gifts and food to
ensure a happy holiday season.

Ms. Robbin L. Anello & Family
Ms. Anna-Lynn Brink
Ms. Mildred Brooks
Maurenn Chaffer
Amy & Jeff Christiano
Whitney Denesha
Vicki & Tom Dentinger
Mr. Gregory Farish
Amy Ford
Dr. Kapner’s Office Staff
English Road Residents & Staff
Ms. Mickey Heid & Friends
Mr. Fred Henry
Jim & Alice Hill
Deborah Houghtalen & Family
Lou & Deb Iovoli and the

Victor Holiday Helpers
Mike & Virginia Jonas
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Jones
Bridget Kaper & Family
Margaret Kilmer & Family
Kreag Road Residents & Staff
Doug & Chris Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Mancuso

Mary Cariola Agency
Advancement Department

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff McSweeney
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart R. McSweeney
Moms in Motion-

Rochester Chapter
Monroe Community Hospital
PAYCHEX-National Sales

Support Staff
Penfield Pediatrics
Physicians’ Reciprocal

Insurers Office Staff
Rushwood Residents & Staff
St. Joseph’s Villa Staff
Mr. & Mrs. Don Schoessler
Deborah Thayer
Time Warner Cable-

Human Resources Department
Field Operations Department
Customer Care & Central
Operations Departments

Dean & Diane Tucker
Kathy Walker & Staff

We care about you, our donors and
friends. We have made every
effort to list names correctly.
Should there be an omission or
error, please accept our apology
and let us know by calling 271-
0761, ext. 590. You can also email
us at info@marycariola.org.•

Time Warner Cable’s Customer Care team delivered two
vans full of gifts as part of the Holiday Helpers project.
Residential staffers Larry Cooper (1) and Tom Dentinger
(7) thank Time Warner Cable employees Rose Molinaro
(2), Sheila Clingerman (3), Brenda O’Neill (4), Andrea
Whipple (8) and Mary Hale (9). Medicaid Service
Coordinators Amy Christiano (5) and Robin Anello (6)
helped coordinate this year’s program.

Holiday Helpers 2009

Getting Back to Nature
at English Road
Getting Back to Nature
at English Road
Michael Grotke, a Boy Scout from Troop 130 in Greece,
completed his Eagle Scout Service project at English
Road. Michael took an underused and heavily wooded
trail behind the residence and made it an accessible
path for the residents and staff to enjoy. 

Michael engineered the path design, gathered his
resources and went to work over the course of several
weekends. He recruited volunteer assistance from other
area scouts and solicited donations for materials.
Michael took the project further by creating interactive
sensory boxes dotted along the pathway. Designed after
the Tinker Nature Park in Henrietta, each box contains a
piece of animal fur found in the nearby woods. The chil-
dren can open the boxes, feel the contents inside and
guess which animal the fur comes from.

“This was the type of nature trail I wanted to create
for the children of English Road,” Michael said.

Completing an Eagle Scout service project is no easy
task. The scout must select a project which requires a
minimum of 150 hours to complete. The scout must then
oversee all aspects of the project from start to finish.

Michael has been involved with scouting since third
grade and has made great friends along the way.
Currently a junior at McQuaid Jesuit High School, he
wants to study medicine in college.•
Right: Alex Lidge
checks out the
beaver sensory box
on the Cariola Trail.
Below: Eagle Scout
Micheal Grotke spent
over 150 hours
working on the trail.
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The Agency has been awarded a
$210,000 grant from the Golisano
Foundation for an enhanced Transition
Program to better prepare students
for adult life. It is one of the largest
grants in Agency history.

The passage to adult living can be
daunting for anyone, but the challenges
are multiplied for many students with
disabilities. These struggles were 
documented in a 2006 joint study by
the B. Thomas Golisano Foundation
and the University of Rochester. Their
findings underscored the need to 
better prepare students with disabili-
ties for adulthood.

While Mary Cariola Children’s Cen-
ter has successfully placed 100 percent
of its graduates in adult placements,
some former students have been unable
to maintain their placements because
of behavioral and other issues. One of
their biggest challenges is to learn
how to constructively use evening and
weekend hours when day programs
are not operating.

The goal of the Transition Program
will be to teach and reinforce a vari-
ety of social and life skills. A blueprint
will be developed for each student,
including tasks, activities, community
outings and projects. Initially, the
program will include four components:
• Food preparation (including plan-

ning, budgeting and shopping)
• Leisure activities and hobbies
• Physical fitness and recreation

activities
• Community service
“We owe our students a strong foun-
dation for the highest possible quality
of life when they graduate,” said
President Paul Scott. “The Golisano
Foundation has been very generous
and foresighted in providing funding
for this important endeavor that will
positively impact our students as they
spread their wings into adulthood.”

The new Transition Program is
located next to the East Henrietta
Campus at 1540 Mt. Hope Avenue.•

Mary Cariola Children’s Center has
acquired 6,000 square feet of addi-
tional space at the Elmwood Campus
to accommodate an increasing
demand for student placements. 

“We are seeing more and more
students who have sensory needs
and require a very structured set-
ting,” explained Agency President
Paul Scott. “Space adjacent to our
day program area became available
and it was a perfect location for
consolidating specialized therapies
into one area. It is quite impressive
to see the Cariola logo on all en-
trances on the South Avenue side of
the Elmwood Campus.”

Music Therapy and Adapted
Physical Education are getting set-
tled in their larger and more con-
venient area near the gym and
therapeutic pool. As planned, the
new space is very conducive to
both therapies, both of which can

be somewhat noisy at times!
The additional space was made

possible through a $10,000 grant
from New York State Assemblyman
Joe Morelle (D-Irondequoit).
Morelle toured the Center and came
away impressed with its programs.

“Mary Cariola has a tremendous
reputation in our community,” said
Morelle. “I was pleased to be able
to help the Agency add space
because of the increased need for
more classrooms and more special-
ized therapies.”

The new space became available
when Rochester Rehabilitation
Center relocated it offices within
the Al Sigl Center building.

These changes also help provide
the Agency with much-needed
space for new classrooms in the
future. In the fall of 2009, three
new classrooms may be added at
the Elmwood campus. •

There is more music and motion on the south end of the Elmwood campus,
the new home to special services including Music Therapy and Adapted
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room to conduct the “locomotion choo choo” around her new space.
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The following individuals and
organizations participated in our
Holiday Helpers program by 
sponsoring a Mary Cariola family,
purchasing gifts and food to
ensure a happy holiday season.

Ms. Robbin L. Anello & Family
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Ms. Mildred Brooks
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Amy & Jeff Christiano
Whitney Denesha
Vicki & Tom Dentinger
Mr. Gregory Farish
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We care about you, our donors and
friends. We have made every
effort to list names correctly.
Should there be an omission or
error, please accept our apology
and let us know by calling 271-
0761, ext. 590. You can also email
us at info@marycariola.org.•

Time Warner Cable’s Customer Care team delivered two
vans full of gifts as part of the Holiday Helpers project.
Residential staffers Larry Cooper (1) and Tom Dentinger
(7) thank Time Warner Cable employees Rose Molinaro
(2), Sheila Clingerman (3), Brenda O’Neill (4), Andrea
Whipple (8) and Mary Hale (9). Medicaid Service
Coordinators Amy Christiano (5) and Robin Anello (6)
helped coordinate this year’s program.
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Getting Back to Nature
at English Road
Getting Back to Nature
at English Road
Michael Grotke, a Boy Scout from Troop 130 in Greece,
completed his Eagle Scout Service project at English
Road. Michael took an underused and heavily wooded
trail behind the residence and made it an accessible
path for the residents and staff to enjoy. 

Michael engineered the path design, gathered his
resources and went to work over the course of several
weekends. He recruited volunteer assistance from other
area scouts and solicited donations for materials.
Michael took the project further by creating interactive
sensory boxes dotted along the pathway. Designed after
the Tinker Nature Park in Henrietta, each box contains a
piece of animal fur found in the nearby woods. The chil-
dren can open the boxes, feel the contents inside and
guess which animal the fur comes from.

“This was the type of nature trail I wanted to create
for the children of English Road,” Michael said.

Completing an Eagle Scout service project is no easy
task. The scout must select a project which requires a
minimum of 150 hours to complete. The scout must then
oversee all aspects of the project from start to finish.

Michael has been involved with scouting since third
grade and has made great friends along the way.
Currently a junior at McQuaid Jesuit High School, he
wants to study medicine in college.•
Right: Alex Lidge
checks out the
beaver sensory box
on the Cariola Trail.
Below: Eagle Scout
Micheal Grotke spent
over 150 hours
working on the trail.
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Mary Cariola Children’s Center has
modified its relationship with the Al
Sigl Center to more accurately reflect
how it utilizes Al Sigl Center services.

The Al Sigl Center provides real
estate and business services to eight
local non-profit agencies, including
Mary Cariola. These agencies provide
services and programs to individuals
with disabilities.

Mary Cariola is now an “affiliate”
of the Al Sigl Center, which means
that Mary Cariola’s relationship with
the Center is essentially that of land-
lord/tenant. The Mary Cariola Board
adopted this new level since the
Agency has no plans to utilize other

Capital CampaignCapital Campaign
Continued from page 1

services offered by the Center, aside
from renting space.

By choosing to become an affiliate
rather than a full-fledged member,
Mary Cariola distinguishes itself more
readily from the Al Sigl Center. “We
need to have a very clear identity in
the community for public relations
and fund raising purposes,” said Mike
Osborn, Mary Cariola’s Board Chair.

“Our mission is often confused with
that of the Al Sigl Center, which is
unfortunate since we have very differ-
ent and distinct missions,” Osborne
explained. “We want the community
to understand that we are a direct
service provider to children with com-

The home would be staffed 24/7 and
serve children and adolescents with
developmental disabilities, primarily
those with autism and other behav-
ioral disorders.

“We’ve had a horrible time trying
to find respite services for our daugh-
ter,” said Vincent DiRoma of Greece,
whose 13-year-old daughter,
Samantha, attends day program at
Mary Cariola. “It’s virtually impossible
to find someone to care for her other
than family members. We’ve never
been able to get true respite servic-
es, but this home would enable us to
do that. It would be huge for our
family and great for Samantha.” 

“Our Board and staff are excited
and energized by what this Campaign
means for the kids we serve,” said
Paul Scott, Agency president. “That

has been our measuring stick for 60
years—what can we do for the kids? 
A successful campaign means keeping
great teachers and helping families
and children who face major chal-
lenges each day.”

A Campaign Kick-Off Reception is

scheduled for Thursday, February 12
at PAETEC headquarters in Perinton.
Donors interested in supporting the
Campaign should contact Rod
Christian, Director of Agency
Advancement, at 585-271-2897 ext.
633 or rchristian@marycariola.org.•

plex, multiple disabilities. The Al Sigl
Center develops and maintains facili-
ties for us and other agencies.”

Mary Cariola is the Al Sigl Center’s
largest tenant. The Arc of Monroe also
opted for the affiliate level, which
was offered by the Al Sigl Center as a
result of the Center’s recent strategic
assessment.

“We look forward to continuing our
relationship with the Al Sigl Center in
the years ahead,” said Paul Scott,
Agency president. “Not having to
maintain property means that we are
able to focus solely on providing top-
notch programs for children with 
disabilities.”•

Capital Campaign Honorary Co-Chairs Arunas and Pam Chesonis

child’s potential…child’s potential…
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THIS PAGE:

1 Mary Cariola students Todd Quist
and Holly Fisher break ground for a
new accessible playground at Camp
Eastman at Durand Eastman Park.
Helping out are Mommies for Miracle
founder Jill Orologio, Assemblyman
Joe Morelle and Senator Jim Alesi who
helped fund the project along with
the Irondequoit Rotary Club. Design
for the project was inspired by the
playgrounds used at Mary Cariola. 

2 Board Member Sjoerd Stoffelsma
organized the first social networking
event to enhance the Agency’s friend
raising efforts. Board member Brian
O’Sullivan (left) meets Rhet
VanScoter and Marc Levy to discuss
Agency news. 

3 Cara Reindl, shown with Dillon Coley,
is one of four national recipients of a
Mattie J.T. Stepanek Caregiving
Scholarship from the Rosalynn Carter
Institute for Caregiving. The $2,000
award is for further training that leads
to more effective care. Cara is a
Teacher Aide in the Preschool Program.

4 Literacy Teacher Sara Westbrook
works with student Adrian Dorsey to
improve literacy skills. Westbrook, an
employee of the Rochester City School
District, works at the East Henrietta
campus to enhance literacy develop-
ment for the Agency’s RCSD school
age students. The literacy program is
funded by a Title 1 Federal Grant. 

FACING PAGE:

5 Teacher Laura Wink and Giuliano
Mazzola visit Agency friend Jennifer
Kane and her 6th grade English class
at Rush-Henrietta’s Burger Middle
School. Laura and Giuliano are dis-
cussing how his Dynavox system helps
him communicate with others.

Mary Cariola
MomentsMary Cariola
Moments
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Ben R. Giambrone
Human Resources
Department
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6 The Elmwood campus participated in Dental Health Day, hosted
by pre-dental students from SUNY Geneseo. A special visit by the
tooth fairy, Jessica Silvestri, helped students like Jayden Franklin
understand proper brushing techniques and good oral health.

7 Diehard Buffalo Sabres fans and Agency Social Workers, Aimee
Michno and Rosemary Sherman, sell raffle tickets for an auto-
graphed Thomas Vanek jersey at ESL Sports Centre. The Sabres
donated the collectible which netted over $750.00 for the Agency.

Ben R. Giambrone
Human Resources
Department
Unveiled
Over 50 guests attended the dedica-
tion of the Ben R. Giambrone Human
Resources Department. The depart-
ment was renamed to honor a long
time Board member who passed away
in 2007.

Ben served for many years as the
Chair of the Human Resources Com-
mittee and as Vice Chair of the Board.
For over two decades, Ben was an
integral part of the Agency’s strategic
planning and development. With his
extensive background in Human
Resources and Benefits Management,
Ben was a guiding force in the estab-
lishment of the HR Department and
improving our work environment. He
was a tireless advocate for our staff
and challenged the Agency to create a
culture that attracted the most skilled
and dedicated teachers, therapists
and child care workers.•

Paul Scott greets Pam Giambrone 
and Jean Giambrone prior to the 
dedication.

Pam Giambrone and children Charlie,
Catie and Robb take a moment to
admire the new sign that welcomes all
to the new Ben R. Giambrone Human
Resources Department.
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It was a day packed with fun for all
ages as Mary Cariola launched its first
ever Walk with the Animals at scenic
Seneca Park and Seneca Park Zoo on
October 5. A record 920 walkers
brought in $40,000 for the Agency.

Clowns and Rochester Red Wings
mascots Spikes and Mittsy worked the
crowd along with Seneca Park Zoo
mascot Rocky the Penguin (aka Cariola
teacher Katharine Wellman.) Families
and kids in animal hats and Cariola
shirts were everywhere. Face paint-
ing, the Story Lady, the Army National
Guard, prizes, snacks, music by Jim
Lane and the beautiful scenery all
added to the festive spirit.

“Considering we put the event
together in five weeks, I’d say it was
an overwhelming success,” said Paul
Scott. “Our online donation system
made it easier for out of state donors
to contribute, we had corporate

teams jump on the bandwagon and we
had an army of walkers. It was a per-
fect autumn day and we were
absolutely thrilled with the results.”

Dave and Sally Quist’s fundraising
efforts honor their son Todd, a school
age student at Mary Cariola. Team Todd
raised $4,600 and was the top fund-

raising team. Their strategy has always
been to reach out to family and friends.

“The walk is a great way to get
everyone involved,” explained Sally.
“So many friends and family ask us
how they can help Todd. The walk is a
great way to involve everyone and it
directly helps Todd and his buddies at
school. Many of our friends used the
online donation system and that was
very helpful. We have friends from
Canada who reached out to their
friends and co-workers and they took
it to the next level this year.” 

Plans are already underway for this
year’s Walk in the Park scheduled for
Sunday, September 20.

“Walking is a great way to generate
exposure and spread awareness about
Mary Cariola and the great people
who make the Agency so wonderful,”
Sally added. “And it’s a fun event . . .
everyone joins in the fun!”•

Not your typical walk in the park!

Thanks to our major
sponsors of the Walk with
the Animals at Seneca Park

Clockwise from above:

Parker Aken is a smiling tiger during the
Walk with the Animals at Seneca Park.

Spikes and Mittsy monkey around with
walkers at Seneca Park Zoo.

Sally Quist (left) and Sharon Haney
look on while Todd Quist enjoys a
clown break.

Walkers of all ages begin the walk
through scenic Seneca Park.
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Putting the care puzzle togetherPutting the care puzzle together
Sergio’s life could have taken a very
different path if not for the special
commitment of Mary Cariola’s
Service Coordination department.

For those unfamiliar with the
field of developmental disabilities,
the number and variety of local and
regional agencies can seem over-

whelming to the
average person.

Edna Lenear
adopted Sergio ten

years ago, along with two other
children with special needs. “When
I adopted them, all the services
disappeared,” she said. “I remem-
ber waking up one day and realiz-
ing I had no help or services for
these kids because I had adopted
them. We were in limbo. 

“Whitney was the missing piece
to the puzzle. She has been a bless-
ing and like a member of the family.”

Edna relied on Whitney’s expert-
ise and judgment to navigate the
services and programs. Together, the
three made amazing progress.•

Whitney Denesha,
Medicaid Service Coordinator

Sergio Lawson’s successful journey into
adulthood was made possible through
personal determination, a loving mom,
and several local agencies including
Mary Cariola Children’s Center.

Sergio, age 20, attended Mary Cariola
pre-school and school-age programs as
a child and adolescent. Today, he is
enrolled at Monroe Community College
to earn his high school GED. His goal is
a career in the culinary arts. He re-
mains a source of pride for every Mary
Cariola teacher, aide and therapist
who worked with him over the years.

Making the leap from Mary Cariola
to an institution like MCC is a remark-
able feat. “Sergio’s progress is really
extraordinary,” says Whitney Denesha,
who has been his Medicaid Service Co-
ordinator for the last six years. “None
of this was seen as a possibility. As a
student here, he was one of the more
difficult children to manage from a

behavioral standpoint.”
Sergio was diagnosed with mental

retardation and fetal alcohol syndrome
at an early age. He overcame an early
upbringing that Agency staff describes
as horrific, and was left abandoned as
an infant. He was adopted by his fos-
ter mother, Edna Lenear, a retired
nurse, who has nurtured and cared for
Sergio since he was a little boy.

“I remember the first time I brought
him to Mary Cariola as a toddler,” she
said. “I was meeting with the teacher
when he climbed up the radiator and
onto the window sill and started walk-
ing around. I was mortified, but they
had seen it all before.” Edna knew
early on that Mary Cariola would be
critical to his development.

Whitney, like all Mary Cariola serv-
ice coordinators, saw Sergio as more
than just a case on paper. She chaper-
oned his high school prom, driving him
and his date to dinner on a Saturday
evening. She is excited about helping
Sergio achieve his next goal—earning
his driver’s license.

When Edna and Sergio moved to
Henrietta in 2007 and Sergio began to
feel isolated, Whitney’s creativity was
tested. After some thought, she encour-
aged him to volunteer at a nearby
home, the Mary Cariola residence at
Bailey Road. The volunteer opportuni-
ty at the home has also helped Sergio

Five Medicaid Service Coordina-
tors are on staff at Mary Cariola.
Together they serve more than
100 children with developmental
disabilities and their families.
Service Coordinators are on call
around the clock to assist families
in a variety of ways, including: 

• Environmental modifications 
• for the home (eg. ramps) 
• Respite
• Adaptive equipment 
• Food, clothing and energy
• assistance
• Recreational opportunities 
• Family reimbursement funding
• Home Health Aide service 
• Transition planning to adult 
• programs

to flourish. He helps grocery shop,
bakes desserts, prepares meals, and
assists with daily chores. He has bond-
ed with both staff and residents. 

“I truly believe we have an incredi-
ble program,” says Whitney. “Some-
times I wish the cameras were rolling
so that others could see the huge dif-
ference we make in the lives of kids
and their families. It’s awesome.”

“It makes all the difference when
you really get to know the family, and
that’s what we do here,” she added.
“Basically, Edna and I team up to
problem-solve. She always stays posi-
tive and wants what is best for Sergio,
just like we do.”

Sergio is employed at Max Market in
Pittsford and plans to enroll in MCC’s
certificate program in Culinary Arts
after completing the GED program. 

“I try to always respect the cus-
tomer and provide them with great
service so they will want to come back,”
he said. This was his philosophy at the
BOCES “Cookie Nook.” “Any dessert I
made, they gobbled up,” he said.

There is no telling how far this
respectful, soft-spoken young man
might go, based on how far he has
come. With a loving mother and
human service organizations pulling
together behind him, the future looks
bright indeed. Sergio is a living exam-
ple of the power of teamwork and the
impact of Mary Cariola.•
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Chances are if you’ve attended an
Agency event, received a Cariola cor-
respondence or purchased an item at
a fundraiser, that Marilyn Means had
something to do with it.

Marilyn has been a long-time friend
of the Agency and to people with de-
velopmental disabilities. She worked
for the Al Sigl Center from 1972-2001.
In the early years, Marilyn ran their
client/staff library where everyone
came to watch movies, hear story-
tellers or simply read a book. Mary
Cariola classrooms would use the
library and Marilyn welcomed them in
with a great story to tell and share.

It didn’t take long for Marilyn to
become a volunteer. In tow were her
two daughters who learned about
interacting with people with disabili-
ties at an early age.

In the following three decades,
Marilyn has been a faithful volunteer
at the Agency. She has taken on
numerous projects including folding
letters and stuffing envelopes, deco-
rating items to sell at fundraisers,
serving on the Golf, Art Auction and
other special events committees and
as a member of the Board of
Directors. She helps raise funds and
bring in new friends to the Agency.
Her most recent volunteer assignment
is serving on the special planning com-
mittee for Mary Cariola’s 60th
Anniversary Gala in 2009.

Marilyn’s fondness for the children

served by Mary Cariola has never
wavered. She continues to visit the
Agency often and is always willing to
take on another volunteer assignment.

“Marilyn jumps in to help with
long-term projects and last-minute
needs. She never says “no” to a proj-
ect and has donated thousands of
hours to benefit Mary Cariola
Children’s Center and the children we
serve,” explained Mary Cariola
President Paul Scott. “We are lucky to
have her among our ranks.”•

What it ‘Means’
to volunteer
What it ‘Means’
to volunteer

“Give Me Five”
attracts new donors
“Give Me Five”
attracts new donors
News about Mary Cariola’s Annual
Campaign “Give Me Five” is spread-
ing across the community this year.
Advertising promoting the campaign
has run on radio, television, email
blasts and as an insert in 360,000
Time Warner Cable bills. Time War-
ner Cable also matched gifts from
their customers up to $20,000.

This year’s “Give Me Five,”
theme features six-year-old Hannah
Bernard and her teacher Katrina
Wade. Hannah’s parents, Jane and
Brent Bernard, talk about the dif-
ference Mary Cariola Children’s
Center and its dedicated staff have
made in their lives.

“In a more challenging economy,
we wanted to reach out to a broad-
er audience this year and tell them
about the good work that happens
at Mary Cariola,” explained Rod
Christian, Director of Agency Advance-
ment. “Hannah’s story is a great
one to share and just an example
of the many success stories that we
hear every day. The Time Warner
match made a big difference.  They
deserve credit for the large jump in
the number of new donors.” 

It is still too early to gauge the
outcome of the campaign, but the
number of new donors has already
doubled from last year. The goal is
$110,000. 

Gifts can easily be made on line
at www.marycariola.org or mailed
to the Agency. Funds support the
Agency’s endowment which is used
to keep salaries competitive with
area school districts.•

Remembering
Friends
Remembering
Friends
Bryce Houghton was a sweet
young man who loved music and

enjoyed the
activities in the
classroom. He
never com-
plained and
especially liked
being involved

with group projects observing
everyone and everything. He was
a quiet child who communicated
through his expressions.

Classroom staff admired his
beautiful eyelashes, dashing
good looks and incredible smile.
And all of us will miss him.

This is another in a series on friends of Mary Cariola Children’s Center—how they
make a difference in the lives of our children, and why they decided to give back.

Hannah Bernard and Katrina Wade
have generated new donors with
their “Give Me Five” request.

Marilyn Means helps Paul
Scott bake the famous
Grandma Scott’s Chocolate
Chip Cookies, a popular
item at many Agency func-
tions including the Women’s
Golf Classic and the Walk
with the Animals event.
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In Honor of . . .
ELLEN AGOSTINELLI
Bernie O’Sullivan
CELESTE BABCOCK
Pamela Staub
LLOYD BEAN & URSULA BURNS
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Race
HANNAH BERNARD
Maiya Greenfield
Mr. & Mrs. John Quinn
JACK & DORIS BERNARD’S
55TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Mr. & Mrs. John Quinn
JOSEPH CICHETTI
Helen & David Cox
COBBLESTONE CAPITAL
ADVISORS
Dr. Elizabeth McAnarney
Mary McAnarney
RUTH CORCORAN
Douglas Randall
JAMES & ELNORA DELIBERT
Joanne, Sam & Greg
HENRY & YOLANDA DIXON
Luann Kehoe
GERALD C. DROSENDAHL
Mike & Faith Davignon Children
BILL & KRISTIN ELY
Jim & Mickey Ely
SEAN PATRICK FLANAGAN
Mr. & Mrs. James Flanagan
CATHERINE KANE
Suzanne Triolo
JORDAN KNAAK
Sharon Mooney
NORA & PETER MCLAUGHLIN
Judy & Ray Paul
CHRISTINE MURRAY
Moira Ann Fallon
MIKE OSBORN & JEFF CLEARY
Nancy Lee Drum
BRIAN O’SULLIVAN &
FRONTIER ABSTRACT
Independent Abstract Services
DANIEL RACE
Gretchen Bremer
MICHAEL RITZ
United Way Services Corporation

CHRIS & HEIDI ROBERTS
Judy & Ray Paul
FIONA ROSS-MCGUIRE
A Friend
BOB & PAT TOBIN
Dawn Schnell
MARY & TOM TOOLE
Rose Ferrara
KATHLEEN VANCHERI
Clifford Cook
JON & JASON VANDERPOOL
James Saturno
MARY VAZQUEZ
Patricia Herke
JACOB WAINWRIGHT
Steve & Mary Gulvin
John & Elizabeth Mulhern

In Memory of . . .
IDA ACETO
Rosemary Rouse
MARGARET L. BAART
Elizabeth Powell
ANTONIA BARNARD
Patricia Keeler
RONALD BELLAIRE
Kitty Conroy
Sally Constine
Randi Cowen
Betsy Fultz
Marge Klutz
HAROLD BERMAN
Bertha Solomon
THELMA BETTNER
Peter & Marcia Palermo
CAROLE BLAZEY
Gail Perna
FREDERICK BOHN
Ed & Barb Bohn
JANET BOOKSPAN
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Weiner
TODD BORDWELL
Barry & Linda Bordwell
BUCHIE BORELLI
John Ciccolone
BERNIE BRINKER
Marion & Barbara Solomon

BILL CALLISON
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph O’Keefe
JOSEPH & HILDA CAPPIELLO
George LiButti
MARK CARBALLADA
Norm Knapp
MARY COLLINS
Mary Moon
BETTY CONWAY
Bertha Solomon
LASHONDA WILSON CURRY
Bertha Johnson
ANGELA DAVIES
Mad Hatters Red Hat Club
PAUL DENESHA
Rod Christian
Paul Scott
JERRY DePREZ
Norm & Bernice Knapp
MAX CARLTON DIETRIX
Pamela Giambrone
Paul Scott
FRANK DiPONZIO
Jim & Pat Crowley
Theresa Marrocco
Maria & George Scott
Karen & Leslie Weiner
CATHERINE DUFFY
Norm & Bernice Knapp
ANNETTE EBLING
Tony & Michele Slominski
AN ELVIS FAN
In loving memory from Brenden
ADELINE & FRANK FANTANZA
Mr. & Mrs. Aldo Arbore
BARBARA FARMER
Joseph & Virginia O’Keefe
BARBARA FRY
Forrest & Arlene Reitz

WASEEM GHAZOLY
Joyce & Alan Barasch
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Giesselman
Wayne & Carolann Lemcke
ELIZABETH GILGES
Pat & Walter Gilges
MEL GURELL
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Weiner
MARIE HAHN
Virginia Bianchi
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Buonaugurio &

Family
Kevin & Cynthia Doell
Barbara Erdle
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fredericks
Anne Geer
Diane Howie
Mr. & Mrs McMillan
Sam Montello
Diane Morgan
Florence Moscarello
Ortho Clinical Diagnostics -

Bldg. 313
Andrew & Juliet Padulo
Antoinette Palumbieri
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Paradise
Mr. & Mrs. David Philippone
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Purdy
Dave, Tammy & Sarah

Reddinger
Frances Scarciotta
Robert & Nancy Scarciotta
Lorri & Dave Schoen
Michael & Joan Smaldone
Nancy & Michael Steinel
Bob & Cynthia White
Mary Woerner
Stephen & Debra Wolford
RAYMOND HAHN
Virginia Bianchi
Anita Dinsmore

The following friends of 
the children at Mary Cariola
Children’s Center . . .

The following friends of 
the children at Mary Cariola
Children’s Center . . .
have made donations to the Agency between August 26 and
December 16, 2008. It may have been a contribution in
memory of a loved one, in honor of a friend or family
member or a monetary gift from the heart. These gifts
help us provide quality services and programs to the many
children at MCCC. Thank you for your friendship.

Nurse Tracy Slane takes a listen as DeJanese Yau enjoys
the comfort of a new bench used at Elmwood’s Nurses
Office. The new seating area provides storage and ample
room for the nursing staff and students. Matthews and
Fields Lumber Company donated the lumber while parent
Mike Battisti designed and built the seating unit.

11
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Pace Window & Door Corporation
Pluta Family Foundation
Mrs. Russell Sibley
Mrs. Frances N. Smith
Sons of American Legion-

Chili Post 1830
The Garden Factory
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Williams
Xerox/ PSG/PDU Group

Gifts in Kind
Mr. & Mrs. William Bachman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Battisti
Big Apple Deli Products
Mrs. Frances Brayer
Tom & Jeralyn Cicotta
Ms. Debra Colombo
Ms. Teresa Cowey
Ms. June G. Crandall
Mr. & Mrs. John Dueppengiesser
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Duserick
Mrs. Sharon Every
Excellus BlueCross BlueShield
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Fairchild
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Fisher
Ms. Patty Fluegel
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Gardner
Gates Chili High School

Service Club
Mrs. Diane E. Giuffre
Hamlin Lions Club
Ms. Diane Herrmann
Patti Homeir
Ms. Connie Houghton
Mr. Tim Houghton
Ms. Kathryn Huber
Kids Miracle Making Club
Ms. Alexandra L. Kummerow
Lynn Keller
Tracy Larson
Mr. & Mrs. Skip Leonardo
Patti Mady
Ms. Laurie Martucci
Mr. Ray Mason
Matthews & Fields Lumber Co.
Mr. & Mrs. David McCrary
Mr. Mike Meyer
Sherry Murray
New York State Troopers-

Toys for Tots
Amy Pellow
Penfield Perinton Kiwanis
Ms. Nancy Perez
PAYCHEX-National Sales

Support Staff
Mr. & Mrs. David Quist
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald L. Race
Ms. Barbara J. Rauber
Ms. Pat Reed
Rochester Red Wings Baseball
Rockcastle Florist
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Savitcheff
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Secor
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Shulman
Ms. Ivette Soto

JOSEPH PENNINO
Mary Moon
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph O’Keefe
VERN PRITCHETT
Rose Ferrara
JOHN REINA
Carmella Reina
JARROD REUSCH
Tom & Laurie Michael
RYAN RUSSELL
Sharon York
ZYGMON SIUDARA
Nancy Alamo
Nancy Beeaker
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Blackman
Alan & Marieta Carey
Patty Cox
Beth Davis
Judy Johnson
Ted & Sue Juroe
Eileen Livermore
Judy Russo
Paul Scott
Margaret Siudara
Margaret Tuttle
JESSICA SNOW
Joan Withers
DAVIS SOLODOFF
Beth & Dan Davis
RICHARD STEIN
John B. Muller
EVELYN STOLER
Bertha Solomon
CHARLES TWILLEGER
Mr. & Mrs. James Delibert
WINIFRED WAGNER
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Abels
Diane & Burke Armesto
Mark Armesto
Dr. & Mrs. David Jordan
Paul Scott

Financial Donations
Mr. Harry Aceto
Al Sigl Center
Andolina Insurance Agency
B. Thomas Golisano Foundation
Charitable Remainder Unitrust

K. E. MacKerchar
Dean. C. Yates Charitable Trust
Miss Assunta M. DeBole
Melissa Frank
Greater Rochester Health

Foundation
Mr. James Haglund
Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. Hanna
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Jess
Mr. & Mrs. Frank E. Kesel
Mr. Geoffrey F. Latta
Mr. & Mrs. Larry C. Lazenby
Legacies of Life, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Miller
One World Goods

Florence Moscarello
Frances Scarciotta
Robert & Nancy Scarciotta
Debra & Stephen Wolford
PATRICIA HAINES
Steve Haines
DOUGLASS HARVEY
Paul Scott
ABE HOLLANDER
Ruth Whitney
TREVOR HOOCK
Stanley & Doris Heinemann
Jack & Clara Hoock
BRYCE HOUGHTON
Kathleen Blair
Carole Carroll
Kimberly Catalino
The French, Ross & VanVleet

Families
Lanovara
Sheri Pickering
Judy Raschke
Paul Scott
Linda & Gary Storti
The Yuschak Family
DAVID HUBREGSEN
Mark & Annmaree McCormick-

Goodhart
Paul Scott
ARTHUR KEEGAN
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph O’Keefe
JAMES F. KENNY
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Weiner
LAUREL KENT
Davis & Joanne Sant
VIOLA KESEL
Delcie & Frank Kesel
HELEN KRAPP
Norm Knapp

MICHAEL LADUE
Alice Ranzenbach
JOSEPH & MILLIE LAYCHAK
Mr. & Mrs. James Flanagan
ROBERTA LEEK
Paul Scott
BRIAN LOMOGLIO
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Brone
James & Katherine Lomoglio
CECILIA MARKOWSKI
Kimberly Webb Nolan
APRIL MAY
Mr. & Mrs. John Violanti
JOSEPH MILLER
Bruce & Jamie White
Dan & Lydia Bock
Kathleen & Frank Duserick
Mary Ellen Gear
Brad & Liz Schreiber
Maria Scott
Paul Scott
MARK WILLIAM MISKA
Karen Stein
STANLEY NASH
Stephen & Charleen Nash
DANIEL O’CONNOR
Joseph & Virginia O’Keefe
EARL O’CONNOR
Kathleen Barnstead
The Brasser Faculty Fund
Joyce & Robert Haag
David Levine & Kimberly Kern
Linda Levine
Sally & George LiButti
Marabeth & Tim Nally
Penfield Country Club
Jeanne Schlenker
Joan Tierney
George & Marilyn Wehrle
Marilyn Zobel

Time Warner Cable President Terence Rafferty (center)
presents Paul Scott and Rod Christian with a check as part
of Time Warner’s Holiday Day of Giving.



Mary Cariola’s Anniversary Gala
to feature Team Hoyt

Celebrating
60 years!

Centerpoint
A Newsletter for Friends of Mary Cariola Children’s Center WINTER 2009

Centerpoint

Continued on page 5

More news inside!
H

H

H
HH

H

H
H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H
H

H
H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H
H

H

HH H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H
H

H

H

H
H

H

H
H

H

HH
H

More news inside!
• People Pack Park for Walk Event
• A volunteer who means it
• Sergio’s Success
• “Give Me Five” doubles new donors

Mary Cariola and Therese Aceto
share a tender moment.

Celebrate with us and the children
of Mary Cariola!

Celebrate with us and the children
of Mary Cariola!

Celebrating
60 years!A Message from our LeadersA Message from our Leaders

2009 will be an unforgettable year in our Agency’s
history. Glance through this special pull-out edition
of Centerpoint to see why:

• A newly-announced Capital Campaign.

• A 60th Anniversary Gala to feature Team Hoyt, 
the father/son duo from Boston. 

• An expanded transition program made possible 
by the B. Thomas Golisano Foundation. 

• An increase in program space at the Elmwood
Avenue building. 

• A change in our relationship with the Al Sigl
Center.

These are exciting times for Mary Cariola Children’s
Center. We invite you to join us in our journey of
discovering each child’s potential.

In the words of one of our longtime family members,
“Mary would be so pleased, so proud and totally
astounded by the Agency’s growth over the years.”

We hope you can join us during our celebration year!

Mike Osborn Paul Scott
Board Chair Agency President

Harry Truman was president and the
NFL had just ten teams when Mary
Cariola opened the doors of the Day
Care Training Center for Handi-
capped Children in Rochester on
October 10, 1949. There were five
children, one paid teacher, and a
few parent volunteers.

Sixty years later to the day . . . on
Saturday evening, October
10, 2009 . . . this humble
start will be remembered
at a Gala to honor Mary
Cariola Children’s Cen-
ter’s past and celebrate
its future. Friends, fami-
ly members, staff and volun-
teers will come together at the
Hyatt Regency for a 60th Anniver-
sary Gala featuring a silent auction,
dinner, live music, video tribute and
two very special guests: Team Hoyt.

Team Hoyt is an inspirational
father/son duo from the Boston
area. Dick pushes his son, Rick, in a
wheelchair in marathons and
triathlons. Their determination,
attitude and message of inclusion
for people with disabilities is inspir-
ing to all. For more information on
their incredible story, go to
www.teamhoyt.com.

Rick was born with cerebral palsy
and the Hoyts were told there was no

hope for their child’s development.
The 1979 Boston Marathon was their
first marathon. In the last three
decades, they have competed in 962
events, including 224 triathlons, 66
marathons, and six Ironman compe-
titions (26 miles running, 2.4 miles
swimming and 116 miles biking).
Dick is 66 years old. Rick is 46, with
a degree in special education from
Boston University.

“The message of Team Hoyt is
that everybody should be included
in everyday life,” says Rick.

Mary Cariola believed in this sim-
ple creed so deeply and lived it so
fully that she dedicated herself to
opening a Center for children with
special needs that would one day
bear her name. At that time, the
idea of providing quality programs
for children with multiple handicaps
was a radical thought, but Mary per-
severed. The coming year will give
us reason to remember and cele-
brate. Join us! Check our website at
www.marycariola.org for tickets and
other Gala information.•

Dick and Rick Hoyt have run, swam and bicycled around the world in the
past 30 years.

Mary Cariola’s Anniversary Gala
to feature Team Hoyt
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Capital Campaign
Underway
Capital Campaign
Underway
Over $3 million in gifts and
pledges to date
In its 60th year of service to the Rochester community, Mary
Cariola Children’s Center announces a Capital Campaign
to strengthen its endowment and residential program.

The Campaign has reached over $3 million in gifts
and pledges. It is led by Co-Chairs Jim Hammer and
Mark Siewert, along with 20 campaign volunteers. More
than 120 donors have made pledges, including 12 lead-
ership gifts of $50,000 or more.

Arunas and Pam Chesonis, honorary co-chairs, have
made a lead pledge of $500,000 to build the endowment.
“We’ve known Mary Cariola Children’s Center for a long
time and have supported them for many years,” said
Arunas. “Anything we can do to support them is very
important to us. I think it’s a phenomenal investment. If
they tell you that they could use the money in a certain
way, you can trust them.”

The endowment gifts will be used to enhance staff
salaries and benefits so the Agency can become more com-
petitive with public schools. The primary goal for capital
needs is a new residential respite home to give families a
break from the rigors of daily caregiving, while providing
their child with new opportunities to gain independence. 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Check if applicable:
o My name is misspelled.
o My address is incorrect.
o I received more than one 
o copy.
o I no longer wish to receive 
o Centerpoint.
o I have both summer and 
o winter addresses.

Please clip your label and mail
it to Joanne Fisher at MCCC
with your changes.
oYou can also email changes
to jfisher@marycariola.org or
phone 271-0761 ext 590.
Thank you.

Through
the years...
Through
the years...

Zamary Cordero (front cover)
and Leah McConnell (right) get the

60th Anniversary Celebration started
with a cascade of confetti!




