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of science, creativity, dedication and hard work. Staff

members leave no stone unturned—no method untried—
in their search for ways to help each child learn and move
forward. This report looks behind the scenes at how the magic
happens—as children with disabilities, for whom ordinary daily
tasks can be major challenges, take tiny steps and big leaps.

|v| agic happens every day at Mary Cariola with the help

Mary Cariola began with a classroom of six children in 1949.
An extraordinary staff has always been the foundation of the
agency’s success. Today 468 full-time employees, representing
many disciplines, work tirelessly to build better lives for
children with complex disabilities.

Mary Cariola Children’s Center is unusual because of the many
services offered under one roof. Only a handful of similar
agencies exist across the nation. Fifty school districts in our
region send 425 children to our Day Program because they are
unable to find an appropriate special classroom within the
district or BOCES. More than 550 children from a 10-county
region are served here each year in all programs.

This report focuses on only a few of the many therapies we
offer, and puts a face on our incredible staff and the beautiful
children we work with every day.

Come explore the magic.

Paul C. Scott, LMSW
President

ael Osborn
Chairman of the Board




e start with light,” says Joan Smith, sit-

ting in her office next to Classroom 8.
Half of the 12 preschoolers in the afternoon
class are legally blind. Joan, teacher of the
visually impaired, is in the classroom regularly.

While there, she often has a light box, an
object foreign to most. Mary Cariola has sever-
al of them, because 28 Cariola kids are visually
impaired. The children are able to distinguish
objects more readily when they are illuminated
by the light box. Pompoms take on a new
shimmer, rainbow drawings brighten.

“This is my main tool,” said Joan, who has
been with the agency for 26 years. “l use these
to give the kids a strong visual target. For some,
our goal is to have them sustain their gaze for
three seconds. Kids make choices by gazing.”

One of the most memorable gazes for Joan
came from Ronnie, one of the preschoolers in
Classroom 8. He is four years old, and Joan has
worked closely with him since he was an infant.
She was with him the day he recognized his
parents for the first time, at age two.

“They walked across the room and he
followed them with his eyes and started smiling”
—a moment treasured by a teacher who helps
light the world for her students.

ith the twitch of his nose, nine-year-
Wold Jonah can interact with the world
around him.

“Because of their disabilities, some children
never get the chance to say their first words.
Technology has opened up a whole new world
for students who don’t have the ability to
communicate,” says Paris Leibenguth,
supervisor of the Communication Department
at Mary Cariola.

One of the most sophisticated systems uses
infra-red technology. A small infra-red dot on
Jonah’s nose serves as a sensor to activate a
computerized voice output system. It’s versa-
tile and can also be operated with a finger or
by the touch of a switch with a knee or the
head. Jonah aims the beam at an icon to an-
swer yes or no questions and then hits another
one to tell staff members he wants them to
sing a favorite song, “The Three Little Monkeys.”

It is a major breakthrough for a non-verbal
child who has considerable cognitive skills but
limited mobility. The technology has enormous
potential to broaden Jonah’s communication
and greatly enhance his life.

Giving every child the chance to say they
want something, or “I love you,” is part of a
day’s work at Mary Cariola.
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he Snoezelen Room is a magical place

where first words are spoken, colors are
identified, and Mary Cariola students achieve
the unexpected.

Students choose their activities from a
variety of stimulating and relaxing sensations.
With the touch of a button they can change
the color in the big tube of floating bubbles,
wrap themselves in multi-colored fiber optic
strands or watch lights dance around the room
from a mirrored ball. A big hammock swinging
above a twinkling rug is another favorite. The
Dutch combined the words ““sniff” and “doze”
to name this relaxation therapy.

“It is absolutely meant for the pleasure of a
child,” explained Preschool Education
Supervisor Laurie Goeggelman. “There are no
demands placed on the student, which differs
from other therapies. We’ve seen that children
can function much better after a session in the
Snoezelen Room. We have heard children
speak for the first time and often that word is
WOW,” Laurie said. “When other therapies
don’t get the results we are looking for,
Snoezelen has been the answer.”

herapist Laurie Keough doesn’t teach

music, she teaches non-musical skills
through music—things like sharing, taking turns,
sequencing, imitating sounds, and recognizing
colors. This is the setting where many children
first vocalize. “It is so rewarding to see kids go
to a different plane” she says. “I hear what
we’ve done in music being sung in the class-
rooms and hallways every day. | love what |
do.” Parents love it, too.

“What struck us immediately at Mary Cariola
was the music,” says parent Christa Knaak.
Jordan is very much a musical kid. He’s
motivated by music; his first words came from
music. To change his temperament we use
music. He was behind in all areas, but he is
catching up. The staff has tapped into his
strengths and that is huge.”

“The staff is amazing. They have come up
with many things that | had not even heard of
to be able to get Spenser to grow,” explains
Spenser’s mother, Shawnette Dingle. “They
noticed that music is a strength. | didn’t know
that he was talented on the piano. He loves it.
It is very calming to him and very soothing to
our household.”



The generosity of donors who support
the Mary Cariola Children’s Center
Annual Giving Campaign and donors
who designate MCCC during the
annual United Way Campaign are
reflected in this report. On behalf of
the Board of Directors, staff and
students, thank you for your
generosity and thoughtful expression
of support with your gifts.

This list acknowledges gifts
received from July 1, 2006 to June
30, 2007. Honor and memorial gifts,
gifts-in-kind and other donations have
been acknowledged in the
Centerpoint Newsletter.
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Mr. Terry Leathersich
Mr. & Mrs. Donald LeBeau
Mr. & Mrs. R. Wayne LeChase
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald T. Lee
Ms. Kathleen M. Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Terrence E. Lee
Mr. & Mrs. John LeFrois
Mr. & Mrs. David Lehning
Mr. & Mrs. Norbert D.
Leibenguth
Ms. Barbara Lemcke

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Leoboldt
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Leon
Mr. & Mrs. Charles F. Leone
Mr. & Mrs. Howard K. Less
Ms. Kathleen S. Levine
Ms. Arlean Levinson
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Levinson
Mr. Vaughn Lewis
Lewis Tree Service
Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Licata
Ms. Colleen Liggett &

Mr. John Kerr
Mr. Kevin Lillis
C. Lindner
Mr. & Mrs. John Lipari
Ms. Esther Lippincott
Mr. David Litzenberger
LJB, Inc.
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Loder
Mr. & Mrs. John Logan
Mr. Mortimer A. London
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Lopa
Mr. Jeffrey Loper
Mr. Charles F. Loray &

Ms. Nicole Loray
Ms. Nicole M. Loray
Ms. Christina R. Lord
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Loria
Ms. Ruth M. Loucks

_.

Ms. Deanna LoVerde

Ms. Jennifer L. Lowell

Mrs. Jacqueline Lucas

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Ludwig
Ms. Bernadine Wade Lutz
Ms. Heather E. Lynch

Mrs. Nancy Lynch

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Lynd
Mr. & Mrs. Jay C. Lynn

Ms. Kate Lyon

Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Lyons
Mr. Robert MacDonald

Mr. James MacDuff

Dr. & Mrs. James MacWhinney
Mr. Michael S. Madden

Ms. Shana Maddicks

Mr. David Maddock

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Magee
Mr. Frank Magnera

Mr. Richard Mahar

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Maier

Mr. Scott T. Main

Mr. Michael Mallaber

Ms. Carol Malone

Mr. David C. Mammano

Mr. Joseph Mancuso

Mr. & Mrs. J. Robert Maney
Ms. Cindy Mangione

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Mannion
Ms. Clara E. Marcoux

Ms. Ruth J. Margolis

Mr. & Mrs. Emil Marincic
Ms. Linda Marino

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Marion

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Markham

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher J.
Marren

Ms. Irene G. Marren

Mrs. Irene L. Marrero

Mr. & Mrs. Angelo J. Marrocco

Mrs. Marion Marshall

Ms. Carrie E. Marshall-
Serapilio

Ms. Suzanne Marsjanik

Mr. Gregory Martin

Mr. Kurt Martin &
Ms. Kathleen Buckley

Ms. Rachele L. Martin

Ms. Sonia Martinez

Mr. Andrew B. Martorana

Ms. Katherine Masterton

Mr. & Mrs. Victor S.
Mastrandea

Mr. & Mrs. John Matteson

Ms. Pauline Matthews

Ms. Carole Mattison

Mr. & Mrs. Duane Mauch

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Mayer

Mr. & Mrs. John F. Mayer

Ms. Lynne C. Mazadoorian

Dr. & Mrs. Michael A. Mazza

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel McBride

Ms. Tracy L. McConnelee

Mr. & Mrs. Michael McCullough

Ms. Sandy McCullough

Mr. Jason McDonald

Mr. & Mrs. John McDonald

Ms. Rebecca A. McDonald

Mr. David McGeough

Mr. Timothy J. McGuire

Mrs. John McHale

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Mclnerny

Mr. Steven P. McKeown

Ms. Barbara McKinney

Ms. Norrine McKnight

Mr. & Mrs. John McLaughlin

Mr. & Mrs. William W.
McQuilkin Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Stuart R.
McSweeney

Mrs. Ruth Hodgson
McWilliams

Ms. Jean Meagher

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Meiklejohn

Ms. Nina Melendez

Ms. Dianne Meli

Mr. Joshua M. Melino

Mr. Jeffrey Mellor

Mr. John Mendick

Dr. & Mrs. Allen Mendler

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew D.
Menendez

Dr. Anthony C. Mesolella

Ms. Molly C. Meyer

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Meyer

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin L. Meyering

Mr. Daniel M. Meyers

Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Mezza

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Michael

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas B. Michael

Ms. Susan H. Migliore

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Mignano

Ms. Paula A. Mikols

Ms. Julia C. Miles

Ms. Betty Lou Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Miller &
Jason Miller

Mrs. Elizabeth O. Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Martin L. Miller

Ms. Najaah N. Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Paul W. Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Miller

Ms. Susan Miller

Ms. Nancy Millet

Mr. Richard A. Milne

Ms. Suzanne Milton

Mr. Norris E. Minard

Ms. Marilyn Mitchell

Ms. Teresa Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Moncrief

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Monheim

Mr. John S. Monna

Ms. Kristine J. Montalbano

Ms. Christine Moore

Mr. Michael Moore

Ms. Sara D. Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth C. Morley

Ms. Mary P. Morrell

Mr. James R. Morris

Mrs. Betsy R. Morse

Ms. Heidi Mueller

Ms. Judith Mueller

Mr. Richard Mueller

Mrs. Jaclyn Mulhern

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mullaney

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Mullaney

Mrs. Joyce E. Munger

Rev. Kevin P. Murphy

Ms. Lori J. Murphy

Dr. Christine E. Murray

Mr. & Mrs. James Muscatella

Ms. Christyn Musso

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Muthig

Ms. Rebecca A. Myers

Mr. & Mrs. John Mykins

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Nally

Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Nashburn

Nathaniel General
Contractors

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Neathawk

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Neivert

Mr. & Mrs. Robert V. Nells

Ms. Rebecca A. Nelson

Ms. Rosaline Nesser

Ms. Gail L. Newton

Mrs. Betty M. Nichols

Mr. John F. Nichols

Ms. Sandra Nichols

Ms. Carol N. Nicholson
Ms. Sylvia B. Nicholson
Ms. Laura J. Niemeyer
Mr. Joseph Nieznanski
Mr. Larry Nixon
Ms. Catherine D. Noble
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Norbut
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene A. Northrop
Mr. & Mrs. Wade Norwood
Mrs. Nanette C. Notar
Mr. John Noto
Mr. & Mrs. John Nuccitelli
Ms. Bridget A. O’Brien &
Ms. Carmella O’Brien

Ms. Audrey O’Connell

Mr. & Mrs. Earl O’Connor

Mr. Gary O’Dea

Ms. Kelly L. O’Donnell

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan O’Donovan

Mr. & Mrs. William O’Neill

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Osborn

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard O’Sullivan

Mr. & Mrs. Brian O’Sullivan

Dr. & Mrs. John O’Sullivan

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Oatman

Mr. Lawrence J. Oberlies

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Oberst

Mr. James L. Oden

Mr. & Mrs. John Odenbach, Jr.

Odorite of Rochester

Ms. Sheila S. Ogborne

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Okey

Mr. Patrick Oliveto

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Opett

Mr. Parker J. Ormerod

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Ortolaza

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ottalagana

Mr. & Mrs. Donald H. Overfield

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Overton

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Owens

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Pace

Ms. Laura Paddon

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew
Paddyfoote

Ms. Susan B. Paige

Ms. Elizabeth Palermo

Mr. & Mrs. Philip P. Palma

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Palmer

Mr. John M. Paluso, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. James Papero

Mrs. Angela Parise

Mr. Jerry Parker

Ms. Kristina Parker

Mrs. Margaret C. Parkes

Parkway Pediatrics

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Pascarella

Mrs. Josephine Pasquale

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Passalugo

Passero Associates

Mr. & Mrs. James Patrick

Ms. Anne Marie Pawlowski

Paychex Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Peck

Mr. Matthew B. Peglow

Ms. Anne N. Pellicano

Ms. Mary Elizabeth Pennock

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Peres

Ms. Lucinda Perkins

Mr. Kenneth N. Perrine

Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Perrone

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Perry

Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Petitto

Mr. & Mrs. Ezio Petrella

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard J.
Pezzimenti

Ms. Mary Lou Philbin

Mr. & Mrs. Clive Phillips

Ms. Melissa M. Phillips

Ms. Laurie Picardo

Ms. Janice D. Pigler

Ms. Carolyn L. Pikuet

Mr. Steven Pikuet

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Pinkham

Mr. & Mrs. Art Pitt

Mr & Mrs. Douglas Pitts

Laura Plane

Mrs. Caroline Pluta

Ms. Corrine S. Podszebka

Mr. Joseph Polimeni

Mr. Matthew Polzer

Mr. Ben Popick

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Popick

Ms. Tessie Pospula

Mr. & Mrs. William Pospula



Mrs. Patricia Powell
Mr. & Mrs. Larry D. Preston
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Prince
Ms. Rita Prince
Ms. Patricia Prunty
Ms. Stacy Pupparo
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Putt
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Quadrini
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Quinn
Mr. & Mrs. David Quist
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Quist
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Masters
Ms. Kathleen Radel
Ms. Alice M. Radici
Mr. & Mrs. Terence Rafferty
Ms. Karen Ralph
Mr. & Mrs. Roger P.
Ranalletta
Ms. April Randall
Mr. Douglas J. Randall
Mrs. Alice M. Ranzenbach
Ms. Barbara J. Rauber
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Rausch
RBC Dain Rauscher
Sireesha Yerradhoddi Reddy
Mr. & Mrs. Gavin Reeves
Ms. Gloria Reeves
Ms. Mary Ann Refici
Ms. Mary Lou Regan
Mr. & Mrs. John Reina
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Reingold
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Reinke
Mr & Mrs. Hank Reisinger
Mr. & Mrs. Forrest Reitz
Mr. Robert P. Repass
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Resch
Ms. Janine D. Resch
Ms. Lisa M. Rhim
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Ribble
Ms. Casandra M. Rice
Ms. Cherise Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. H. Leonard
Richardson
Dr. Goetz W. Richter
Mr. Scott G. Rickner
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Riley
Ms. Carole L. Rinella
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Ritz
Mr. Michael Ritz
Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Rivaldo
Ms. Mia Roan
Mr. Charles Roberts
Mr. Thomas W. Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Robinson
Ms. Ruby L. Robinson
Rochester Jay Lodge #639
Ms. Rachel M. Rock &
Mr. Steven Joyce
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Rodak
Mrs. Genevieve Rodgers
Ms. Christine B. Rodman
Ms. Estelle Rodman
Ms. Barbara J. Rogers
Ms. Marilyn L. Rogowicz
Mr. & Mrs. Louis P. Romano
Mr. Charles G. Rose
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey
Rosenberger
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Rosenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph S. Ross
Ms. Candace F. Rotundo
Mr. Kevin R. Rowland
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ruff
Ms. Kellie A. Rumfola
Mr. & Mrs. James Rupert
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Russell
Ms. Kathleen Russell &
Mr. Ronald Swanson
Ms. Heather E. Ryan
Mr. David Sacco

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Saeva

Mr. & Mrs. Aaron G. Salce

Dr. & Mrs. Eugene Salesin

Mr. Daniel Salotto

Mr. Michael Samperi

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis F. San Filipo

Ms. Heidi C. Sanchez

Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Sanchez

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Sanders

Ms. Mary Sandt

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel F. Sanger

Mr. & Mrs. David Sant

Mrs. Robert Sant

Dr. Eric C. Santo

Ms. Monica Santos

Ms. Susan M. Sarsfield

Mr. Gerald M. Sass

Mr. & Mrs. George Sawdey

Mrs. Mary Scally

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Scanlon

Mrs. Frances Scarciotta

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L.
Scarciotta

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Scharett

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Scheg

Ms. Angela Scheib

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Schenck

Ms. Pricilla L. Schiffhauer

Ms. Gail Schiller

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence
Schmerbeck

Ms. Lisa A. Schmidt

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Schmidtmann

Mr. Fredrick H. Schmidtmann

Mr. & Mrs. Werner
Schmidtmann

Mrs. Mary Scholl

Mrs. Sally F. Schooley

Ms. Marge Schottland

Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Schreiber

Ms. Tamara A. Schubmehl

Ms. Dana K. Schultz &
Mr. Lance Schultz

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne H. Schultz

Ms. Margot Schumaker

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Schwab

Ms. Bonnie A. Schwartz

Honorable & Mrs. Anthony
Sciolino

Mr. Santo A. Scoglio

Mrs. Rose Scordo

Mr. & Mrs. George Scott

Ms. Kimberly J. Scott

Ms. Megan M. Scott

Mr. Paul C. Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Scott

Mr. & Mrs. John F. Scura

Sealand Contractors Corp.

Ms. Cheryl D. Sears

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Secor

Ms. Joan E. Segerson

Ms. Christine Segre

Mr. Arthur L. Sekol, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Selke

Seneca Foods Foundation

Ms. Thelma Sengle

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Sennett

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Serles

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Serron

Mr. William Sessler

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Sexton

Mr. & Mrs. James Shafer

Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Sharp

Ms. Sue M. Sharp

Mr. & Mrs. Richard
Shaughnessy

Mr. & Mrs. Frank O. Sheffer

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Sheffer

Ms. Anne Shepanski

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Sherwood

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Shilen

Ms. Elnora D. Shuler

Mr. Kevin M. Sidore

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Siewert

Mr. & Mrs. William Simek

Mr. Joseph S. Skalny

Mr. Stephen B. Skotnicki

Mr. George Skromak

Ms. Tracy C. Slane

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick W.
Smallenburg

Mrs. E Jean Smith

Mrs. Frances N. Smith

Mr. & Mrs. George Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Smith

Mr. James W. Smoke

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald D. Snow

Mr. & Mrs. George K. Snyder

Mr. & Mrs. George M. Snyder

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Snyder

Mr. & Mrs. James S. Sorce

Ms. Candace F. Solecki

Mr. Martin Sorge

Ms. Pamela C. Soule

Mr. William S. Spence

Ms. Lynn Speranza

Mrs. Josephine C. Spinelli

Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Spring

Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Spring

Mr. & Mrs. Walter V. Springer

Mr. Gary W. Stanton

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth G. Staples

Ms. Jessica Stein

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Stein

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Steinbacher
& Ms. Maureen Steinbacher

Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Steinfeldt

Mr. William J. Stevenson

Mr. Theodore Stiokas

Ms. Andrea M. Stirk

Mr. Stephen Stocks

Mr. & Mrs. Sjoerd A.
Stoffelsma

Mr. & Mrs. Burt Stokes

Ms. Laurie A. Stone

Susan Storke

Ms. Erica J. Stoutenburg

Mrs. Margaret M. Stowell

Ms. Anne Strachan

Mr. Thomas Strasenburgh

Mr. & Mrs. William Stratton

Dr. Jane Strobino

Mr. & Mrs. Randy Strothmann

Mrs. Patricia A. Stuart

Mrs. Helen Sullivan

Mr. James Sullivan

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E.
Sullivan

Mr. Jeff Swan

Ms. Deborah T. Swanson

Mr. & Mrs. Duane Swanson

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Swanson

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Sweeney

Ms. Dawn R. Sweetman

Ms. Katherine K. Sykora

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Syta

Ms. Cynthia Tabacco

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Taggart

Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Taillie

Rev. Thomas Tallarida

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew T.
Tarantelli

Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Tassi

Mr. Calvin E. Taver

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Tavormina

Ms. Amie Taylor

Mr. Dan Taylor

Dr. James B. Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. Fred W. Tee Boon

Mr. John Tegelaar

Mr. Frank S. TenBroeck

Ms. Maia A. Teresi

Ahmet Terzioglu

Mr. & Mrs. Seymour Tesler

Mr. & Mrs. Vernon P. Thayer

Ms. Margaret L. Thirtle

Mr. & Mrs. Glen Thomas

Ms. Kathleen M. Thomas

Ms. Demeatris L. Thompson

Mr. William A. Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. Jim M. Thornberry

Mr. Thomas E. Tibbils

Ms. Mary A. Times

Mr. & Mrs. Jose Tirado

Ms. Joyce Tiskovich

Mr. & Mrs. John Tompkins, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Toole

Ms. Ann Marie Torres

Ms. Michelle Torres

Ms. Maria A. Tortarella

Mr. Albert J. Tortoretti

Ms. Cheryl Treiber

Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Triassi

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Triolo

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Troutman

Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. Tubiolo

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Tucker

Ms. Katie Tyner & Ma

Mr. David M. Uhrich

Mrs. Marion Ullrich

Ms. Stella H. Updike

Mr. & Mrs. Kendall Urbonas

Mr. & Mrs. Carmen Urzetta

Mr. & Mrs. Frank G. Uttaro

Ms. Paula M. Uttaro

V. J. Stanley, Inc.

Mr. Joseph A. Vaccarella

Mrs. Asenath Van Voorhis

Ms. Kathleen VanCheri

Mr. & Mrs. Richard
Vanderpool

Ms. Donna Vane

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore
Vangellow

Ms. Marion L. VanLare

Ms. Maureen A. VanLare

Mrs. Noreen VanWuyckhuyse

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Varrenti

Mr. & Mrs. Gus Vasso

Ms. Nilda Vega

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent
Ventimiglia

Dr. Eugene Ver

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Verdone

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Verna

Ms. Ruth C. Verna

Ms. Abigail Viera

Mr. William J. Vierhile

Mr. & Mrs. Justin L. Vigdor

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vigdor

Ms. Susannah L. Vincelli

Mr. & Mrs. John Violanti

Mr. Walter Virden Ill

Mr. & Mrs. Armand Vitale

Ms. Andrea Vittum

Ms. Sarah Voelcker

Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Vogel

Mr. & Mrs. E. Robert Vogt

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Voss

Ms. Kristina Waddell

Mr. & Mrs. Darryl Wade

Ms. Katrina B. Wade

Honorable & Mrs. Robert H.
Wagner

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Wainwright

Ms. Gretchen L. Wainwright

Mrs. Karen B. Walker

Ms. Renee M. Wall

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Walsh

Ms. Diana Walsh

Ms. Sara E. Walworth

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Wangler

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Warney

Mr. Everett Warren

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Watson

Ms. Beth Watts

Ms. Judith J. Wegman

Mr. Patrick C. Wegman

Ms. Tracy L. Wegman

Mr. Daniel Weidenbach

Mr. & Mrs. John Weinmann

Ms. Mary Weisensel

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Weiss

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Welch

Mr. & Mrs. James M. Welch

Ms. Patty Welch

Mr. & Mrs. Ardean L. Wells

Mr. William Wesley, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence A.
Westbrook

Mr. & Mrs. John Westerman

Ms. April Westover Mounts

Ms. Mary Jo Whalen

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Whalen

Mr. Perry Wheeler

Mr. & Mrs. Eldred Wheelock

Mr. Ronald Wheelock

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Whipple

Ms. Paula L. Whiting

Ms. Charise K. Whitt

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Wilkin

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Wilkin

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Williams

Ms. Kanza Williams

Ms. Nellie M. Williams

Mrs. Paulette Williams

Ms. Sharon D. Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Wilmot

Mrs. Betty Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Wilson

Ms. Laura Wink

Mrs. Diane Winter

Ms. Kim M. Winters

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Wise

Mrs. Joan Withers

Ms. Margaret Wittman

Mr. & Mrs. Reyton F.
Wojnowski

Ms. Patricia A. Wolcott

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wolf

Mr. Carl N. Worden

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Wortman

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wrights

Mr. & Mrs. George Wrobel

Mrs. Nina Wrobel

Mr. William Wynkoop

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Xenias

Laura Plane

Mr. Michael J. Deluzio

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Yantz

Ms. Meredith H. Yarbrough

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Yargeau

Mr. Nathan Yost

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Young

Ms. Tracy L. Young

Dr. & Mrs. Julian Yudelson

Mr. & Mrs. Mark G. Zawacki

Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Zeifang

Mr. Edward Zeitvogel

Mr. & Mrs. John M. Zelazny

Mr. Robert P. Zeller

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Zicari

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Zimmer

Ms. Hannelore Zink

Zweigle’s Inc.



e try to find what unlocks each child’s
Wpotential . . . the mysteries they have.”
That’s how supervisor Heather LeFrois
describes the challenge facing her 18-mem-
ber staff of occupational and physical thera-

pists. “How can we best meet each individual
’ child’s needs? What will excite them, what will
; motivate them? The staff uses both traditional
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e hear, see, touch, taste, and smell can either

be very calming, stimulating or upsetting.
Research has shown that the concept of calm-
ing an infant by swaddling has a strong impact,
especially for children with sensory challenges.
Physical and occupational therapists use a
variation of this principle. Putting a special
compression vest on a child creates a feeling
of calm and internal organization because of
the consistent pressure around the torso. Vests
with weights give consistent deep pressure to
the shoulders, like the feeling we get from an
arm around our shoulder. This helps foster a
sense of organization and groundedness.
Swinging is another activity that can play an
important role in improving children’s alertness.
“Finding what works is exciting,” Heather
says. “It’s like putting a puzzle together.”

L ike all 17-year-olds, Devin likes being
independent. Therapy dog Katie gives
him a strong sense of independence, and
much more.

“It’s a special friendship,” says Dawn
Sweetman, one of Devin’s teacher aides. “It
builds his confidence because it’s something
that he can do by himself and control.”

Three days a week, Devin takes the dog for a
walk. That may sound ordinary, but walks with
Katie help Devin in extraordinary ways.

Katie’s leash encourages Devin to use his
hand and develop his grip. He is able to grip
the leash tightly, strengthening his forearm.
When he brushes Katie, he uses muscles he
otherwise would not. Devin becomes more
vocal when Katie is around. Always social,
Devin has more hallway conversations when
he’s with Katie, since other kids and staff
often stop to chat.

Dog-lovers know that one of the wonderful,
simple pleasures in life is walking the dog. But
many don’t know what a walk can do for a
teenager like Devin.
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hese cubbies hold the

answer to what’s coming
next. Nine-year-old “Louis™
was anxious and frustrated
during the school day,
repeatedly asking, “What’s
next?”” Because he is legally
blind, Louis could not see the
picture cues that inform
classmates of the daily
schedule. A team tackled the
problem and came up with a
new system, created by the
Mary Cariola’s special
Adaptive Workshop.

They built 28 little cubi-
cles with doors. Each cubby
holds an object cue repre-
senting different parts of the
school day. Louis immediately
recognizes the oversized let-
ter “J” for “job,” and knows
it is time to get milk. He has
mastered the system with its
movable handle to indicate
which cubby is next. The
workshop’s creation, not
available in any catalog, is a
success. To know what’s com-
ing next brings a feeling of
independence to a child who
sees with his hands.

Headphones are another
therapeutic technique that cut
down on distractions and help
Louis focus on the person
who is working with him.

an Bock molds wood,
Dplastic and metal into
equipment and devices that
help child or a classroom
succeed. He and co-worker
Jim Dentinger create every-
thing from the simple to the
complex. Their work is in
every classroom and hallway.




en has a fixation with glass and used to

break windows and punch walls. But
things are changing, thanks to the consistent
and creative staff of Mary Cariola.

Nineteen-year-old Ben moved into Mary
Cariola’s Bailey Road residence in 2005. There
he formed a bond with Behavior Modification
Therapist Wade Coleman.

Admittedly, the journey has seen its rough
periods, especially since Ben is sensitive to his
environment, particularly noise. Living with five
other teenagers and young adults can get loud.

“The Mary Cariola team has helped Ben
develop skills to be comfortable in his own
skin and communicate appropriately, and that
is remarkably rewarding. When it comes to
behavior, responses have to be consistent or
you don’t see results,” explained Coleman.

The team approach uses massage, music,
and calming DVDs. There is a consistent
schedule and Ben uses signing and pointing at
pictures and objects to show what he wants.

Ben’s mom has been impressed by her son’s
progress. “The behavior therapist and nurse
have been great. They even went out of town
with us to see a special doctor because they
know they are going to be a key component to
whatever avenues we take to help Ben.”

even-year-old Luis and his five pals in

Room 15 can’t wait for physical education
class. Despite reminders from staff that it is
not a contest, they are eager to see who can
do it better and faster!

“The boys put so much effort and energy
into the activities that by the time PE is over,
they are calmer and seem to be more focused
for the next task in the classroom,” according
to their teacher, Elizabeth Bauman. “They all
look forward to it and that’s all they talk about
the entire day when it’s on their schedule.”

At Mary Cariola, physical education classes
are adjusted to fit the needs of children who
may have mobility or balance issues, be legally
blind, have short attention spans or other
challenges. Adaptations may include increasing
the ball size, having a larger net for the ball
to go through, or decreasing distance between
bases. “Students love to play games with each
other,” says PE teacher Tammy Henderson.
“It’s all about moving, having fun and learn-
ing. Being able to work with others in a group
setting is a big accomplishment.”
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VI S I O N Mary Cariola Children’s
Center is recognized

statewide for excellent collaborative and
innovative programs designed to expand
the learning opportunities and enrich the
lives of children with developmental delays.
Dedicated and caring staff, families, and
volunteers, reflecting the diversity of our
community, will ensure that the best of
individualized services are available to all
children with multiple or complex needs
and those at risk of developing disabilities.

M I SS I O N Mary Cariola Children’s

Center provides the
highest quality individualized services for
children with developmental delays and
especially for those with complex or multi-
ple disabilities. The Center is dedicated to
excellence in family-centered educational,
residential, therapeutic and community
support services and to developing program
initiatives for emerging populations of
children with special needs.

Right: It took a few weeks for five-year-old
Jordan to warm up to Katie, one of three
therapy dogs at Mary Cariola. Now they
are fast friends.
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