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Adrienne enjoys planning her evening activi-
ties in her spacious new home. Mikey eagerly
reaches for his favorite color in the fiber optic
comb in the Snoezelen room. Carter works
with his teacher on an interactive classroom
board to complete his vacation journal. All of
this and more is a result of YOUR generosity.

The three-year “We Will Shine” Capital
Campaign has come to a close, yet the impact
of your gifts  will continue for many years to
come. Funds raised during the Campaign
have allowed us to do many things, including
the construction of our new State Road Pen-
field and East River Road residences along
with an expansion of our Bailey Road resi-
dence. In addition, we now have three new
respite beds that are available 365 days a
year, allowing families to take a break from
caregiving. Students and staff will now enjoy
visits in our two new spacious medical suites
on both campuses.

Your support created six new therapeutic
suites, including two Snoezelen multi-sensory
rooms used to relax or stimulate students.
Occupational and physical therapists now use
a colorful ocean-themed room to engage stu-
dents in productive work sessions. Staff have
new computers, along with new iPads and
Clear Touch Interactive Boards in classrooms.
Additional technology such as wireless Inter-
net is now available in all of our residences. 

The $5.7 million raised have allowed us 
to make amazing progress in turning our
wishes into realities, to ensure success both
now and in the future for the children and
youth in our classrooms and residences.
Thank you so much! •

Above: Adrienne and State
Road Manager Stephanie
Herman plan activities for
Adrienne and her house-
mates in their new 5,800
square foot home.

Above: Mikey reaches for
his favorite color on the

fiber optic comb in the
new Snoezelen room.

Right: Carter and
Teacher Juliet Finley

work on the Clear Touch
Interactive Board.

You helped raise $5.7 million

You have helped us make amazing progress
in turning our wishes into realities!



Officers:
Board Chair
Pat Larrabee, NP
Rochester Clinical Research

Vice Chair
Mike Stachura
Michael Stachura & Associates,
LLC

Treasurer
Jason Hall
Benefit Resource, Inc.

Assistant Treasurer
Gary Schwingel
Genesee Regional Bank

Secretary
Mary Bowe
Excellus

Board Members:
Marco Altieri
All-American Home Care

Mike Armbruster
Cornerstone Advisors

John Barr
Blue Lake Associates, LLC

Robert Baxter 
Waterford Development

Richard Finley
Buckingham Properties

Anne Francis, MD, FAAP
Medical Director ex-officio,
Mary Cariola Children’s Center

Susan Hetherington, Ph.D.
University of Rochester

Barry Jencik, CPA
Greendyke Jencik & Assoc. CPA,
PLLC

William Mack
LeChase Construction

Frank Magnera
Marketing Consultant

Linda Miller
Hillside Family of Agencies

Jack Odenbach
The Dolomite Group

Mary Overfield
Parent Liaison

Jo Ellen Pinkham
Nazareth College

Renu Singh
University of Rochester

Yantee Slobert
St. John Fisher College

Joseph Tobin
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

John Treahy
Treahy Consultation Services LLC 

New Board Members:
Laurie Baker
COO, The Summit 
Federal Credit 
Union

Tom Hammond
VP of Corporate and
Product Strategy, 
Paychex 

Aaron Hilger
President and CEO,
Builders Exchange,
Inc. 

Mike King
President and CEO,
Jewish Senior Life

Christine Lane
VP and Qualified
Plans Manager,
Tompkins Financial 
Advisors

Jeff McCormack
Portfolio Manager
and Senior Equity 
Analyst, QCI Asset
Management 

Donald P. Nims, Jr.
Principal Leader of 
Hydropower Practice,
Bergmann Associates 

J. Michael (Mick)
Wood
Partner, Boylan   Code,
LLP

Board Officers and
Members announced

Principal Keri Lazenby-Neathawk presents the Triple
“C” Award to 2018 graduate Justin as Teacher
Kathy Lee looks on. The award, sponsored by the New
York State Attorney General, recognizes the Courage,
Character and Commit ment of New York State’s 
outstanding students. We congratulate our 64 pre-
school and 13 school age graduates who received
their Certificates of Completion in June.

Graduation 2018

Snoezelen Room Dedication
We are proud to announce our 2018-2019 Board of
Directors including eight new Members. For more 
information visit marycariola.org/board-of-directors.

An abundance of thanks goes
to Manasi and Mike Ladrigan
(left) and Jane and Brent
Bernard (right) and their 
families who raised $15,000 
to create a new Snoezelen Room on the East 
Henrietta Campus. The multi-sensory environment
features bubble tubes, fiber optics, music and more,
and will assist student learning and development
through relaxation and stimulation.



Donor designations support agency
Mary Cariola donors celebrated the 100th birthday of the United Way of Greater
Rochester in a big way! We are humbled by 234 supporters who designated
nearly $79,000 to Mary Cariola during the United Way Spring Campaign.

Agency champions recognized
Health Care Achievement

Award: Medical Director / Board
Member Dr. Anne Francis 

Dr. Anne
Francis was
recognized at
the Rochester
Business
Journal’s
Health Care

Achievement Awards. Dr. Francis was
honored for making a positive
difference in the lives of individuals
with special needs and their families.

Mary Cariola Children’s Center
Paul C. Scott Employ ee of the

Year Award: Residential 
Coordinator Melody Abrey 

As Residential
Coordinator at
our Rushwood
Residence,
Melody Abrey
is always de-
veloping pro-

gramming for the residents. She draws
from her 31 years of experience at
Mary Cariola to provide well thought-
out strategies to help each individual
reach maximum independence.
Melody was humbled when Commu-
nity Services Director Anna-Lynn Brink
presented her with this prestigious
award. Melody demonstrates the core
values of Mary Cariola every day,
while raising three kids and working
second and third jobs. Her colleagues
marvel at her energy and know that
every individual who has come
through Rushwood has benefited
from having Melody in their life.

Mary Cariola Children’s Center
Rising Star:

Teacher Aide Stan Lewis
Stan Lewis was
presented the
Rising Star
Award from
Teacher
Theresa 
Corleto and

School Superintendent Christine 
Sheffer. He was recognized for going
above and beyond every day at 
Mary Cariola. When he was reassigned
to a new classroom, he adapted
quickly and was welcomed by the 
students. He is known for building
trust and rapport with all of our 
students and challenging them to 
always do their best. 

Mary Cariola Children’s Center
Rising Star: Financial Analyst

Lynette Tracy
Agency Chief
Financial 
Officer William 
Ansbrow 
honored
Lynette Tracy
with the Rising

Star Award. Lynette was recognized
for quickly assimilating to her position
and meeting a strict deadline to com-
plete a time sensitive year-end report.
She is re search ing and completing a
rebasing process in hopes of getting
increased funds to support our school
program and staff. When Lynette is
asked why she came to Mary Cariola,
she responds, “it’s like home here and
I love the mission and the people.” •

We congratulate Agency staff and
friends who have been recognized
in the community and within our
school and residential programs.
Their commit ment to our mission,
our students and residents makes
us so proud!

Starbridge Inclusion Award:
Special Education Teacher 

Kathy Lee
Kathy Lee
received the
Inclusion
Award from
Starbridge
President /

CEO Colin Garwood  at their 2018
Community Awards! Kathy, a 33-year
employee, was recog nized for her
decades of dedica tion and passion ate
commitment to making sure our
students have every opportunity to
be included, in and out of the
classroom!

Women of Excellence:
President / CEO Karen Zandi

Suzanne Fischer-Huettner, Group
Publisher of
the Rochester
Business
Journal,
honored
Karen Zandi
who was

selected to the inaugural class of the
RBJ Women of Excel lence! The award
identifies women for their career
accom plish  ments, professional
experience, community involve ment,
leadership and mentoring.



Contact Emily Smith at esmith@marycariola.org or
(585) 271-2897 ext. 1662 with any changes to your
name/address or to update your mailing preferences.

Visit us at MaryCariola.org 
and follow us on social 
media @MaryCariola

Thanks to our major sponsors and media sponsor

Marah was a young lady who was small
in stature but big in spirit! Her smile
could warm your heart on the coldest
day! She was affectionate, gentle, and
she had a great sense of humor.

Given Lillyan’s big personality and un-
forgettable laugh, everyone enjoyed
being around her. Lilly made a lasting
impact on those who worked with her.
She was a little girl with a big presence.

Dillon touched many lives with his 
loving and spunky attitude. He loved
walks and hated wearing his shoes. 
He enjoyed holding hands with his staff
and watching his peers. •

Remembering Friends

Mary Cariola will celebrate its 10th year of Walking on 
Sunshine on September 23rd at Veterans Memorial Park
in Penfield. The event will bring together more than 1,000
community members—corporations, community groups,
families, school teams and employees—to raise funds and
awareness for the inspiring work done by the Agency.

At Mary Cariola, over 450 students attend school to
learn, to sing, and to take big steps forward in accomplish-
ing goals that were once considered impossible. In our six
residential homes, nearly 50 young people diligently work
on life skills to increase their independence.

This year’s Walking on Sunshine goal of $175,000 relies
heavily on corporate sponsors who historically account for
fifty percent of each year’s event totals. 

“Over the years, we have seen an increase in corporate
support of our walk event in a variety of areas . . . sponsor-
ships, walk teams, volunteers and in-kind donations,” said
Agency President Karen Zandi. “And every year, we un-
cover more reasons why people support the walk . . . they
know a student, resident or staff person, they tour and
visit a music therapy session. They see our work, they see
the impact, and they want to help.” 

Funds raised from this year’s walk will help purchase
specialized equipment, provide individualized assistance
for our residents, support our non-funded music therapy
department, and navigate daily challenges for every student
and family with the help of a licensed social worker.

Please join us and enjoy a healthy breakfast, family
fun, a raffle, entertainment, mascot appearances, team
photos, a celebration lunch and much more. 

Support the amazing work being done at Mary Cariola
and provide new hope and limitless possibilities. Register
now at sunshine.marycariola.org •

Join us Sunday, 
September 23, 2018!

10th
OUR10th

YEAR!

Corporate sponsors
help Walk event shine


