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Christmas, Kwanzaa & foreign 

festivities: Christmas in the  

Philippines  

By: David 

 We are learning about different holi-

days.  Christmas in the Philippines starts on 

December 17th.  People go to church.  

Strolling musicians entertain many people.  

The very important symbol of Christmas in 

the Philippines is the Christmas star.  It is 

made in many shapes and sizes.  Kwanzaa 

begins on December 26th and ends on Jan-

uary 1st.  Fruits and vegetables are two      

important symbols of this holiday.  The 

Kwanzaa candle holder has seven candles;  

the middle one is black and on either side of 

the black candle are three green and three 

red candles.  This holiday focuses on won-

derful values.  Holidays are different and in-

teresting to learn about. 
 

***Strolling means - 

to take a slow or  

relaxing walk 
 

The traditional star-shaped 

Christmas lantern in the 

Philippines is called a parol. 

An Interview With…Students! 

What is your favorite holiday 

tradition? 
 

1. We decorate   

Christmas cookies 

together.          

Tennyson  

2. My family has a Christmas tree, and we 

decorate it as a family.  I used the orna-

ments from last year.  Leanna 

3. I go shopping at EH3 with my friends.         

Ruben  

4. I visit family that live in Ohio.  Austin 

5. I give presents.  Chris 

6. We play dreidel and look at lights.  Harry 

7. On Christmas Eve, we have a pajama 

party at Granny’s house and make  

cookies.  Lamar  

The Magic of the Mobile 

By: Shamell 

 On November 1, my class made mo-

biles.  Green is my favorite color, so I put big, 

green stars on the top part of the mobile 

along with some stripes.  Underneath the 

main part of the mobile, I hung rectangles, 

squares and triangles of various sizes and col-

ors.  The Art Therapist who helped my class 

with this project was Sara Corona from the 

Pieters Family Life Center.  The next week, we 

looked at some home-made mobiles on the  

iPad.  Some had  multi-colored hearts, yellow 

butterflies, and boats.  I liked the boat mo-

bile best.  There were also some made with 

egg shells with faces on them.  Mobiles are 

very colorful. 

Students display their artistic creations. 

Dates to Note: 
Dec. 17: Chime Choir performance at Elmwood (1pm) 

Dec. 19: East Henrietta campus winter talent show (1 pm) 

Dec. 19: Cariola Carolers at Elmwood  

Dec. 20: Elmwood campus winter talent show (1 pm) 

Dec. 20: Cariola Carolers at EH 

Dec. 24-Jan. 1: December Recess (no school) 

Jan. 2: Return to school 
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Learn to play dreidel! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  A dreidel has four sides and spins like a 

 top.  It is a game most commonly played 

 during the holiday Hanukkah.   

 Rules: 

  All players begin with the same number 

 of game pieces (usually about 10).  

 Game pieces are usually small items such 

 as chocolate candies, raisins, or pennies.   

  At the start of each round, all the     

 players put one game piece into the mid-

 dle “pot.”  Also, if the pot is ever empty, or 

 has only one piece left, each player puts 

 one piece into the pot.   

  Each player spins the dreidel one time 

 during their turn. When the dreidel stops 

 spinning, the player gives or takes pieces 

 from the pot, following this chart: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reindeer Cookies 

By Alyssah 

 

Ingredients: 

Sugar cookie dough 

Pretzels  

M&Ms ®  

 

Directions: 

 With a grown up to help, preheat the 

oven to 350°.  Place 1 inch balls of dough, 

about 2 inches apart, onto an ungreased 

cookie sheet.  Gently press the dough to 

flatten.  Carefully, put 2 pretzels into the top 

of each cookie.  Place 2 M&M candies in 

the middle of the cookie for eyes.  Last, 

place 1 M&M  near the bottom for a nose.  

Bake for about 8-10 minutes or until cookies 

start to turn light brown on the edges.  Let 

the cookies cool before eating.  Enjoy! 

Comedy Corner 

By: Kamrin  
 

Q: Where does a snowman keep his 

money? 
 

A: In a snow bank! 
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