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I have phenomenal news about the campaign to share!
Two and half years ago I proudly accepted the role of
Campaign Chair for Mary Cariola Children’s Center’s 
“We Will Shine” Campaign. During this time many have
opened their hearts and wallets to invest in our immediate
needs and our future. I am humbled by the generosity and
passion shown by so many.

Great strides have been made in meeting such significant
goals through the campaign. Very soon we will see the
opening of the new residence in Penfield with a bedroom
dedicated to respite for families who struggle to find 
support for their child with complex medical disabilities.
Therapeutic respite is no longer a vision, but a reality and
many families have already benefitted and have told me
that the impact is life changing! Our investment in staff
development has progressed to meaningful levels and 
new improvements in our school buildings, such as the

medical suite and physical therapy spaces have
changed the way we deliver services to our

students.

The phenomenal news is we are in
the final stretch of the campaign

with only $400,000 left to go!

During this season of giving,
I continue to reflect on the
spirit of gratitude with this
simple message: “Give
thanks for all in your life,
and give back when and
where you can.” We need

your help to raise the last 
dollars needed in the 

campaign, can Mary Cariola
and I count on you?

Will Mack
C a M Pa I G n  C h a I r ;

P r e S I D e n T,
L e C h a S e  C O n S T r u C T I O n

a shining example
of community support

Unrestricted
Funds

28%

Bricks &
Mortar

41%

Education
13%

Balance needed
to reach goal

9%

Endowment
6%

Therapeutic
Respite

3%



SHININGMOMENTS
Debi and Chris Russell, Karen Zandi, 

Assemblymember harry Bronson

Gregory Franklin, Ann Costello and Karen Zandi

Jim Zimmer, Janet and Loren Ranaletta

Marcia and Mark Siewert,
Sharon Macko n  T h E  C o v E R :

Marcia Siewert enjoys new
playground equipment in
the Mark Daniel Siewert
Playground on the  Elmwood
Campus

Terry Forward and Joan Feinbloom

Mark and Audrey Shortino

Thanks to hundreds of supporters, our staff,
students, and residents will continue to

shine. The We Will Shine Campaign is
helping us make new friends, create new

memories and reach milestones.
We are very grateful.



People on the outside of Mary Cariola
looking in most likely think that the
students who attend every day learn
from us. Certainly that is true.

But anyone who really knows Mary
Cariola, knows that it is also the other
way around.

We learn from their struggles.
We learn from their determination.
We learn from their successes.
and we learn from their attitudes.

Their struggles are real and many. The mere act of joining
us every day—things we do as a matter of course—places
tremendous demands on their entire family. Simple things
like rising and getting ready for the day are obviously not
easy for them. They are time consuming, energy intensive
and nothing even remotely approaching the simple 
routine we all go through every day.

all of the children and families we serve meet those 
challenges every day. The level of support these families
require pales in comparison to what most of us have 
experienced. at Mary Cariola, we create exceptional com-
munities of support to allow all involved to feel a sense of
control in their own achievements when so much seems
out of their control. This campaign offers the larger Mary
Cariola community the opportunity to share in that success
and to be part of the joy when a young person finds a
sense of accomplishment and families a sense of peace.

There should be no limits on the potential of the individuals
we serve. We must be a source of empowerment for them
because their need is great and because of the void that
will exist if we don’t continue our work. That’s why we are
determined to succeed—as determined as the students
who rise every day with warm smiles to share and burning
desires to learn.

We will shine. as sure as the sun.

Karen Zandi
P r e S I D e n T/ C e O

we will succeed...
and help our kids do the same.

Jim hammer and Mark Siewert
have both watched our commu-
nity change over the years. 
and from their unique positions
as former Board Directors of
Mary Cariola, they’ve watched
the agency grow. But both agree
that more change and growth is
needed. and nowhere is it more
important than in Therapeutic
respite, a program that both
have focused their leadership
and efforts on in the past. now,
with We Will Shine, the vision
for an innovative program for
students with the most complex
needs and their families, in need
of temporary relief from the 
trying nature of their circum-
stances, finally comes into full
focus.

leadershipand vision
pave the way
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hannah crosses the finish line
with her Mom, Jane, and

Grandpa, Ron.
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Dear Friends, 
This time of year can be stressful with all the things that must be done
before the end of the year. It is also a time to reflect on what is 
important in our lives. Personally, the Cariola community is never far

from my mind. Our students, 
residents, families and staff make up a
remarkable community that reflects
our mission and our values.

Having strong values—Trust, Integrity,
Respect, and Quality—allows our 
community to interact with each other
and to also hold each other account-
able. In our interactions we always
need to be asking if we are reflecting
our core values. Living these values

make it easier to reach goals as a team that would be impossible to
achieve individually.

Mary Cariola Children’s Center may not be unique in having strong 
values, but we are unique in the settings in which we use them. 
The enormity of operating a school on two campuses in four buildings,
six residential houses and serving nearly 500 children and youth while
offering support to their families can make staying true to values 
challenging. But when the students come into school and the residents
wake for another day of working on life skills, we are reminded of our
purpose, commitment and the values we hold dear.

As individuals we can do much but as a community we can do much
more—be it referring friends to work here, donating time and talent,
or contributing to the capital campaign or annual fund. We are
stronger as a community that cares and takes pride in our values, 
especially as we all celebrate the successes of the people we serve.

Karen Zandi, President/CEO

6 | Looking for a perfect gift? honor a loved one with a donation to Mary Cariola

Mary Cariola Children’s Center 
announces a new Board Chair and
five new board members.

John Treahy
CEO, Treahy & 
Associates 
Consultation Services

Yantee Slobert
Director of Multi-
Cultural Affairs, 
St. John Fisher College

Anne Francis, M.D.
Clinical Professor of
Pediatrics, University
of Rochester School of 
Medicine

Robert Baxter, III
CEO, Waterford
Development of
Reston, Virginia

Marco Altieri
Founder and CEO, All-
American Home Care

NEW BOARD MEMBERS:

Pat Larrabee
CEO, Rochester
Clinical Research

NEW BOARD CHAIR:

new Board Chair
and Members 
announced

Chair:
Pat Larrabee, NP
Vice-Chair:
Mike Stachura
Treasurer:
Jason R. Hall
Assistant Treasurer:
Gary S. Schwingel
Secretary:
Mary Bowe

Board Members:
Marco Altieri
Mark Armbruster
Mike Armbruster
John Barr
Robert Baxter
Richard Finley
Dr. Anne Francis
Susan Hetherington
Barry Jencik
Will Mack

Frank Magnera
Linda Miller
Jack Odenbach
Mary Overfield
Jo Ellen Pinkham
Renu Singh
Yantee Slobert
Joseph Tobin
John Treahy
Rob Vigdor

Board of Directors 2017-18



Save the date for 2018 Walking on Sunshine: September 23, 2018 | 7

Walking on Sunshine
breaks record
Mary Cariola’s 2017 Walking on Sunshine event was a walk to remember for
a variety of reasons. As the temperature soared to 91 degrees, 800 walkers
consumed 1,660 bottles of water, event committee members basked in the
generosity of a record-setting 45 corporate and community groups who 
provided financial sponsorships and the Agency was aglow as the event
raised $197,000—blazing past the $175,000 goal!

It was the most successful walk in Agency history.
“You could sense the momentum and energy of the event, months

ahead of time,” said Mary Cariola President/CEO Karen Zandi. “The excite-
ment of supporting a major project . . . the completion of our State Road 
residential home, the increase in community fundraising events and of
course, a very experienced Walking on Sunshine Event Committee, all 
contributed to the success of the event.”

Community fundraisers, including a 3 X 3 basketball tournament, a
lemonade stand and a Farmers Market fundraiser, raised more than $5,000.
The walk, held at Veterans Memorial Park in Penfield, offered a scenic route
and plenty of family activities including a bubble station, a celebration lunch,
raffles and music. •

With thanks to our
2017 event sponsors

Chris Klos & Don White
Buckingham Properties
Canandaigua national Bank
Flower City Glass
harper Danesh, LLC
Key Bank
Mass Mutual new York State
Mengel Metzger Barr & Co. LLP
Riley, nichols & Munn
St. John Fisher College
UR Medicine Center for Employee

Wellness
Keystone Advisors
holy Sepulchre Cemetery/ 

Ascension Garden
home Medical Supply
Janitronics
Keystone Advisors
Mark’s Pizzeria
Regional Distributors Inc.
SWBR Architects
US Ceiling
Alesco Advisors
Frontier Abstract
Gatti Plumbing
Ide honda
Kiwanis Club of Geneseo
Merlin Digital Printing Solutions
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School announces new
messaging system

national Philanthropy
Day winner!

It is an exciting time at the Elmwood and East Henrietta
campuses as the Agency introduces the School 

Messenger System.
School Messenger is a mass

communication tool that allows
enrolled individuals to receive
timely messages such as
weather-related school closings.
If the need arises to inform our
families of a shortened school

day, the system can quickly relay this information. 
The School Messenger System is widely used in our 
region by several other school districts.

The School Messenger System allows the Agency to
communicate via telephone/voicemail, text and email. 

The feasibility of the School Messenger System was
explored by a multidisciplinary team of Agency leaders and
supported by Administration and our Board of Directors. •

health homes launched 
Mary Cariola Children’s Center 
recently launched the Children’s
Health Homes Care Management
Program for children with complex
health needs. The Agency became
a provider in three networks 
(Children’s Health Homes of up-
state NY, Encompass, and GRHHN-
Greater Rochester Health Homes
Network) promoting preventive
and quality health care. Its 
purpose is to connect children
and families with medical, social,
and behavioral health services.

Mary Cariola’s Health Homes
Team provides Care Managers
who currently serve 22 children

and their families. Some are Mary Cariola students; 
others attend their home school districts. Individuals 

who are not eligible for programs such as Medicaid 
Service Coordination can benefit from the Health Homes
program. 

Care Managers have been successful in helping to
provide emergency food, clothing, and emotional support
in times of crisis, connecting children with health care
specialists and social supports, and helping families 
enroll their children in medical insurance. Families have
24/7 access to a Mary Cariola social worker or Care 
Manager through a crisis line.

Mary Cariola is committed to expanding its Health
Homes Program as the demand for this service grows.
For more information, please contact Health Homes 
Supervisor Michelle Branciforte at 585-271-0761 or
healthhomes@marycariola.org •

COnneCTInG faMILIeS WITh eSSenTIaL SerVICeS

Susan Holliday presents Steve Smola of Smola Consulting
with the Small Business Category Award at the Genesee
Valley Association of Fundraising Professionals National
Philanthropy Day celebration. 

We were honored to nominate and proud to congrat-
ulate Steve and his staff for being loyal and longtime
donors, volunteers, partners and true friends of the 
Cariola Community. •
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Jorge Molina and his co-workers at Eagleview held a
school supply drive and delivered the donation to
Preschool Director Sarah Peters.

our Wishlist has been updated. See how you can help at marycariola.org | 9

Cariola Moments

Mike haney, co-chair of the Caring for
a Cause Golf Tournament, presents 
a check for $22,000 to Development
Associate Emily Smith.

Scott Mcniven and Scott’s hallmark donated boxes of Itty Bittys that will be
distributed at the School Store and holiday Shop.

The Rush volunteer Fire Department visited our Rushwood 

residence to meet residents and discuss fire safety. 

Karen Zandi greets Senator Chuck Schumer who held a press conference at Mary Cariola in support of Avonte’s Law for training and tracking devices for individuals who wander.
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Mary Cariola Teacher Brianna Capezzuto jumped at the
chance to be a student once again! Thanks to a partner-
ship with Roberts Wesleyan College and Nazareth College,

the Agency is promoting
significant educational
benefits to our staff.

Brianna began her 
Cariola career as a Teacher
Aide, and was promoted to

Teacher Aide II this summer. She was recently accepted
into the Teaching Cohort program and was given an 
assignment at the East Henrietta campus this Fall.

“I love what I do,” Brianna said. “This benefit has
changed my career path in a very positive way. It has 
motivated me to go back to school to further my educa-
tion. I am not only choosing to do this for myself, but for
the students, because I love teaching and learning from
them every single day.”

Brianna is a graduate of Ithaca College with a Bache-
lor of Science in Clinical Exercise Science. She is taking
pre-Masters courses and will enroll part time at Roberts 
Wesleyan next year to begin a 16-month journey towards
a Master’s Degree in Initial Childhood - Special Education.

The educational benefit at Roberts includes a 25% 
tuition discount, part-time and full-time options and offers
a variety of majors within their undergraduate and gradu-
ate programs to Mary Cariola staff and their families. The
Nazareth College partnership provides a tuition discount
(typically 20%) to staff enrolled in education programs.

“Mary Cariola Children’s Center is pleased to become
an educational partner with Roberts Wesleyan College
and Nazareth College,” President and CEO Karen Zandi
said. “The colleges’ commitment to work with Mary Cariola

Tuition assistance and scholarship
programs benefit staff and families

We welcome Darlene Jeffery as the new
Vice Principal at our East Henrietta 
Campus. Darlene comes to Mary Cariola
with a wide range of experience. Darlene
achieved her Masters in Special Education
from D’Youville College and began her 26
year teaching stint with the Buffalo Public

Schools in varying levels of special education classes.
Darlene is completing her Ed.D. degree at D’Youville

College. She is the mother of seven children with special
needs, all adopted at older ages, and lives in Rochester
with her husband. 

We’re excited to announce that Lisa 
Ireland has joined Mary Cariola Children’s
Center as our new Director of Agency 
Advancement. Lisa brings her extensive
and successful experience in fundraising
and development to the Mary Cariola
leadership team. Prior to joining the 

Cariola team, Lisa led successful fundraising efforts at
Rochester Institute of Technology, united Way of Orleans
County, Genesee-Orleans Ministry of Concern and 
Hospice of Orleans.

Lisa is a graduate of St. John Fisher College and is 
active with the Brockport Central School District Board of
Education, currently serving as President. She is also the
Vice President of the Monroe County School Board 
Association. Lisa resides in Brockport with her husband
Ken and two children. •

Welcome to the 
Cariola Team!

Brianna works with Aliena on a sorting project.

strengthens our Agency by providing educational oppor-
tunities for employees and their family members who
want to further their education and their careers.”

In addition to tuition assistance, some very generous
donors have committed to supporting our staff returning
to school by establishing scholarships at Monroe Com-
munity College and Roberts Wesleyan. The generosity of
these donors will enhance staff skills, positively impacting
Cariola students and residents.

So far about a dozen staff members are taking 
advantage of the benefit—proof that Cariola employees
truly are at the top of their class! •



Your gift helps in so many ways. Donate now at marycariola.org | 11

   
    Mary Cariola staff recognized 

on State and regional levels 
MuSIC THERAPIST ELECTED TO REgIONAL POST

Board-certified Music Ther-
apist and Music Therapy 
Internship Supervisor,
Jason Willey-Bustos, has
been elected to a two-year
term as the Student Affairs
Advisor of the Mid-Atlantic

Region of the American Music Therapy Association (AMTA).
His various duties include addressing student concerns,
advising and guiding student officers, and administering
scholarships and other student awards. Jason, an 11-year
veteran with the Agency, is actively involved with Mary
Cariola’s music therapy student internship program.

INSTRuCTIONAL COACH APPOINTED TO NYS 
ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT EDuCATOR ADVISORY PANEL

Mindy Kimball, an Instructional Coach at
Mary Cariola Children’s Center, has been
named to serve on the New York State 
Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) Educator
Panel in Albany. The panel consists of 15
members who have been appointed by
the New York State Department of Educa-

tion and appointees are named for a two-year term. 

STAFF PRESENT AT NYS TECH CONFERENCE
Mary Cariola
staff members
presented at
the New York
State Comput-
ers and Tech-
nologies in
Education 
Annual Confer-

ence held in Rochester. The presentation demonstrated
how Special Education Teachers, Speech Therapists and
other staff use technology such as Eye Gaze devices and
interactive Tap It boards in the classroom.

Laura Abbett, Education Technology Specialist
(photo above, far right), presented with a team of Agency
experts including (left to right) Jess Reed, Special Ed.
Teacher; Dana Bennett, Pre-School Support Specialist;
Tricia Coleman, M.S. CCC-SLP/L, Speech Pathologist;
Mindy Kimball, Instructional Coach; Anne Hamelin,
M.A. CCC-SLP/L, Assistive Technology Specialist; and 
Elizabeth Bauman, Instructional Coach.  •

Remembering Friends
Our hearts are heavy as we remember the life of

longtime Agency supporter and 
volunteer, Eleanor Heinlein.
Eleanor proved to be a bundle of
energy. For decades, she supported
several projects in the Agency
Advance ment Department which

included database updates, address changes and
returned mail, counting money from Agency events
and various other tasks. She loved when students
would stop and visit and always enjoyed touring
the school to learn of updates and progress.
Eleanor will be missed.  •

Changes coming to 
Centerpoint
After this issue, Mary Cariola will be making changes
to the distribution of the Centerpoint publication.
Though it will remain a quarterly publication, two
editions will be in an electronic format—sent via 
e-mail—and two editions will arrive in mailboxes in
a lengthier, magazine-type design.

To ensure that you receive the electronic
versions, contact us at info@marycariola.org
with your email address in order for us to update
our system. Preferences already in place (do not 
e-mail, do not mail, etc.) will still be honored if we
do not hear from you. We look forward to a new
design and the opportunity to share more in-depth
stories about all the great things happening at 
Mary Cariola!  •
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giveAgiftthat
gives forever.
Thanks to Pat Larrabee, our students have been given
the gift of music for many years to come. Music is a
remarkable tool in helping our children reach new
levels of capability. With endowed gifts made by Pat
and her children, in memory of their husband 
and father, the growth of the Mary Cariola 
students will be visible everywhere you 
look—and audible through hallways that 
now ring with music and laughter.

help us finish the
Capital Campaign

on a high note!

Donate now at
WeWillShine.org

or by using
the enclosed

envelope


