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Therapeutic Respite opens
FIRST IN NEW YORK STATE:

Mary Cariola Children’s Center recently
opened a Therapeutic Respite Program at
our Bailey Road Residential home. The pro-

gram is the first of its kind in New York State. 
Therapeutic Respite, the newest component of

our Community Services Department, allows us to

serve youth with severe behavioral issues. Services
for individuals with complex behavior challenges are
rarely available because programs are not designed,
staffed or equipped for children and youth with sig-
nificant maladaptive behaviors who require one-on-
one support.

An individual will begin a series of week-long stays
at the newly expanded Bailey Road residence. Their
new 950 square foot wing includes two additional bed -
rooms, a bathroom, recreation room and medical room.

Mary Cariola’s Interdisciplinary Treatment Team
and residential staff will provide structured routines
and skill-building exercises. While family members re-
ceive a reprieve from caregiving responsibilities, they
will coordinate with the Cariola staff to make home
environmental modifications and practice positive be-
havioral strategies. 

“This innovative approach is designed to address
severe behavioral issues and to ease a family’s burden
from the demanding levels of supervision needed to
keep a child safe,” said Agency President and CEO
Karen Zandi. “We’ll offer an extended system of sup-
port and provide a consistency of care to make these
individuals more successful and independent.”

Funding for the project came from individual
donors, foundations and government entities. •
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Left to right: Mary Cariola Board Chair Mark Armbruster, 
Kate Munzinger (Senator Joe Robach’s office), Mary Cariola CEO
Karen Zandi, Board Member Will Mack, Golisano Foundation’s
Ann Costello, Assemblyperson Harry Bronson, Honorary Board

Member Mark Siewert, and Annie Chwieko (Senator Patrick
Gallivan’s office) participate in the ribbon cutting ceremony

opening the new Therapeutic Respite Program.
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Campaign underway

Mary Cariola’s 2017 Annual Giving Campaign is now under -
way. This year’s appeal features a story about Devin
and the milestones he has achieved over the past 16

years while a student at Mary Cariola Children’s Center. 
Devin’s mom, Tricia, reflected on the Cariola staff and their

ability to bring out the best in her son. Through Devin’s hard work
and the commitment
of educators and clini-
cians, Devin is well
prepared for his next
milestone . . . graduat-
ing from Mary Cariola
in June 2017. 

Your gift to our 
Annual Giving Cam-
paign will support our
work and ensure that
every individual will
celebrate milestones

like Devin has. Money raised
helps with classroom and equip-
ment purchases and other 
programming that cannot be
funded through traditional
funding streams. This year’s 
Annual Giving goal is $130,000. 
Donations can be made online

at www.marycariola.org or mailed to the address on the back
page. Your generosity is most appreciated. •

CORRECTION: In our last issue, we
incorrectly identified our student
Michael, pictured here with teacher
Liz Davenport and Jim Vacanti. 
We apologize for the error.
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Thanks to individual and group
support, everyone was smiling 
as the 2016 Walking on Sunshine broke 
attendance and fundraising records.
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Penfield park packed 
for Walking on Sunshine

2016 Walk Sponsors

The sun was shining and the crowd was bigger than ever—a great
combination for Walking on Sunshine 2016! Nearly 1,500 Agency
friends gathered in Penfield at Veterans Memorial Park to walk,

roll, and stroll in support of the amazing work done at Mary Cariola 
Children’s Center. Together, we have raised over $156,000.

“It was a perfect day to host this wonderful event in our new location,”
said Marlene Dattilo, Walking on Sunshine Committee Chair. “We loved
seeing all the support from staff, students, families, and community 
members. We are looking forward to growing at this new venue!”

More than 100 teams raised funds for the Agency, while individuals
and organizations held third-party events to raise funds and aware ness 
for the Walk: Aiden Pellow organized The Sunshine Classic, a 3-on-3 
basketball tournament; Jack and Lauren Menendez had a popsicle stand;
SUNY Brockport students sponsored an indoor activity day; and Yolickity
Frozen Dessert Zone and Outback Steakhouse held fundraisers to benefit
the event.

Thank you to all our sponsors, donors, and walkers! If you are 
interested in volunteering or sponsoring this year’s Walking on Sunshine 
event scheduled for Sunday, September 24, 2017, please contact Lauren
Bevacqua at lbevacqua@marycariola.org. •
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Cariola Moments

Jennifer Johnson and 13 WHAM News spent a morning at Mary Cariola as part of
their “Good Day Rochester” news show. One segment featured a first-ever, live look
into our innovative Adapted Workshop, featuring multi media specialist Dan Bock.

We welcomed, toured and shared information with a delegation from Rochester’s
sister city in Russia, Velikiy Novgorod. The group included professionals in the
developmental disabilities field. They were fascinated as Adapted Technology Super -
visor Anne Hamelin demonstrated a communication device controlled by eye gaze. 

Mike Haney, co-organizer of the
Caring for a Cause Golf Tournament,
presents a check to Board Member
Mary Overfield and Agency President
Karen Zandi. In the past two years,
the golf tournament has raised more
than $39,000 for the Agency.

East Henrietta students (back row,
left to right) David, Josh, Kenny,
and (front row) Adrianna and
Hamza practiced life skills in public
transportation and took an RTS bus
downtown, walked to City Hall and
enjoyed a tour.

Teacher Aide Stephanie Pierce,
students Kimora and Sheymilis, and
Teacher Chris Maley create art using
the Promethean Board in the new
Technology Suite
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Thanks to the Lowe’s Heroes Team—representing the
Henrietta and Webster stores—that updated our preschool
play area, installed a large shed, repaired fence boards
and donated all of the extra supplies.

Cariola teachers recently received laptops providing them with technology tools
needed to perform their jobs more efficiently. Information Technology Specialist
Tom Peterson helps Leah Tirabassi-Brown and Mackenzie Barrett log in to their 
internal network resources. Right: Lindsay Natal is excited to receive her computer.

Mary Cariola Children’s Center and the New York Deaf-
Blind Collabora tive co-sponsored the first ever Western NY
Educational Conference, “Understanding Sensory Loss:
Families and Professionals Learning Together.” More than
65 parents and organizations from Syracuse to Buffalo
attended the two-day conference. 
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Longtime supporters Terry Forward and
Joan Feinbloom, and IT Manager Bridget 
Borsa and Senator Joe Robach, enjoy the
Sunrise Circle event.

Mary Cariola Children’s Center re-
cently celebrated the launch of the
Sunrise Circle Leadership Giving

Program. The event, held at The Strong, rec-
ognized 167 loyal donors whose gifts to the
Agency total $2.4 million dollars. 

Their gifts have allowed the Agency to pro-
vide music therapy for every school-aged
child, to expand classrooms to better accom-
modate students with mobility challenges, and
to provide much-needed technology upgrades. 

“We are grateful to our faithful leadership
donors who have made a long-term investment

in the continued
success of our
students, 
residents, our
programs and
our facilities,” 
explained
Agency Presi-
dent Karen
Zandi. “Their

generosity has enabled us to bring more 
technology into the classrooms and to com-
plete some major upgrades to our campus and
residential programs. We are so thankful for
their support.”

Sunrise Circle membership offers many
benefits. For more information, or to join the
Sunrise Circle, contact Linda Henning at 
lhenning@marycariola.org or 585-271-2897
ext. 1610. •

Remembering Don
We are saddened to learn of the passing of the
Agency’s first employ ee, Don Karal.

Don was hired by founder Mary
Cariola in 1950. During his career
he found ways to help children
swallow using what he designed
and called a “gum gauze bag.”
He later went on to create a group

hearing aid called a Chromovox which visualized
breath and voice sounds with colored lights.

His pioneering spirit and innovative approach
paved the way for our Agency and our students.
Don will be missed. •

Leadership
Donors recognized
at Sunrise Circle

launch
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D r. John Turano was new in town when he
heard the question. It came from a colleague
—would the podiatrist be interested in

volunteering at Mary Cariola Children’s Center?
Dr. Turano didn’t know much about the Agency,

but his reply was quick. “I’d love to give them some
of my time,” he said.

The rest is history.
John Turano, DPM, a partner at Eastside Podiatry,

doesn’t know exactly when he began his podiatry
clinic at Mary Cariola, but he does know feet and

proper foot care. His calm demeanor puts his patients
at ease and his thorough examinations provide critical
information for staffers and families.

Students are referred to the free clinic by their
teachers, therapists and sometimes family members.
Dr. Turano keeps his calendar open every third 
Thursday of the month for Mary Cariola and has seen
as many as 18 students in one day.

Dr. Turano says feet were meant to bear weight. 
If the foot does not or cannot bear weight, foot 
problems can occur.

In the clinic, Dr. Turano provides routine foot care.
He looks for nail fungus, checks for ingrown toenails
and observes proper foot placement into an ankle
foot orthotic. He also inspects for calluses, skin break -
down and changes in pigmentation. For more serious
procedures or foot surgery, he refers students to his
office for additional care.

Dr. Turano credits the Cariola staff for keeping a
watchful eye on our students’ feet.

“For whatever reason, parents or guardians may
not be focused on foot care,” Dr. Turano said. “I’d say
that 90% of the time I’m alerted to a potential foot
problem by the Cariola staff.”

He encourages parents and guardians to take the
time to “observe and listen.” If a child points to his
or her feet, or is not as mobile as usual, the doctor
recommends parents and guardians do a visual check
to look for drainage or redness. If something doesn’t
look right, seek medical attention or visit an up-
coming clinic.

Thankfully for all of us, these clinics will continue
for a while to come. Just like Dr. Turano doesn’t 
remember when he started the clinic, he also doesn’t
know when it will end. The doctor has no plans to re-
tire anytime soon.

So it’s another easy question he can answer.
“I’ll keep doing this as long as I have my license,”

he said. “These kids have a special place in my
heart.” •

Dr. Turano discusses a student’s foot care with
Social Worker Laurie Nixon-Reinke.

Keeping Cariola 
on its toes
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Facebook.com/MaryCariola 

@MaryCariola

Please contact Emily Smith at
(585) 271-2897 ext. 1662 or
esmith@marycariola.org with any
changes to your name/address,
or if you would prefer to receive
Centerpoint via email.

Save the Dates
and join us at these Cariola Events

DO YOU LOVE WHAT YOU DO?

YOU’LL LOVE WORKING AT MARY CARIOLA CHILDREN’S CENTER!
APPLY ONLINE | MARYCARIOLA.ORGDetails on all events can be 

found at www.marycariola.org

MAY

18
JULY

21
AUGUST

21
SEPT.

24

“I love seeing the sparkle in their
eyes when they realize they’ve 
accomplished something they 
didn’t think they could do!”

—Teacher Aide II Kit Fruscione

Mary Cariola
Annual Dinner
Temple B’rith Kodesh

Mary Cariola
Night
at Frontier Field

Caring for 
a Cause
Golf Tournament at
Ridgemont Country Club

Walking on
Sunshine
Veterans Memorial Park,
Penfield


